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“MEADOWFARM” 
ORANGE COUNTY, VIRGINIA 





By JaQuetin P. TAyLor 





Meadowfarm, situated in Orange County, is an estate of 828 
acres, and is part of a Crown Grant of 8,500 acres made by 
King George, the Second, to Col. James Taylor of King and 
Queen County, in the year 1722. 

Col. Taylor acquired another grant of 5000 acres in the 
same locality, also in 1722. 

He gave Meadowfarm to his son Zachary who married 
Elizabeth Lee, daughter of Hancock Lee. They were the 
grandparents of Zachary Taylor, twelfth President of the 
United States. 

By them was built the original house on the estate—a long, 
low, frame building with dormer windows. The majority of 
the houses of that period in this section were of this type. 

Here were born their four children—Zachary, Richard (the 
father of the President), Hancock and Elizabeth. 

After the death of Zachary the elder, Meadowfarm passed to 
his son Zachary who deeded the larger portion to his brother 
Hancock, dividing the remainder between his brother Richard 
and himself. 

Some years later the entire family moved to Kentucky, where 
they had acugqired large land holdings. Hancock, who was a 
Government Surveyor, was killed by Indians while on one of 
his surveys. 

Some years later, the place passed to the Hon. Robert Tay- 
lor (grandson of Col. James Taylor). For several years Robert 
was Member and Speaker Pro-tem of the State Senate and 
later on Member of the U. S. House of Representatives. 

From Robert Taylor it passed to Dr. Edmund Pendleton 
Taylor, and from him to Jaquelin P. Taylor, from him to 
Erasmus Taylor and next to the present owner, Jaquelin P. 
Taylor. 
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The present brick Mansion was built in 1855 by Col. Erasmus 
Taylor, the bricks being made on the place, the family living in 
the old house while the new one was under construction. 

During the War between the States, General James Long- 
street established his Headquarters in this house during the 
winter of 1863, the entire first floor being given up for his use. 
His troops were encamped on the lower part of the estate, 
about one mile from Headquarters. 

On a portion of this property was built the Colonial Church, 
called the Middle or Brick Church. It was built about 1750 and 
Bishop Meade speaks of it in his book “Old Churches and Fam- 
ilies of Virginia” as being in good condition as late of 1806. 

Not far in the rear of the house is the Old Family Grave 
Yard. There are buried most of the Taylor families who have 
lived here, dating back to Zachary and his wife, Elizabeth Lee, 
the original owners of Meadowfarm. 


This estate, as you will note from the above record, has never 
been out of the family of the present owner since the original 
grant in 1722. 


The following are buried in the old graveyard at Meadow- 
farm, which place is a part of the Crown Grant of 1722 and was 
the home place of Zachary Taylor and his wife Elizabeth Lee, 
grandparents of President Zachary Taylor: 


Zachary Taylor and his wife Elizabeth Lee, daughter of Han- 
cock Lee. 

Robert Taylor, Born 1763—Died 1845. 

His wife Frances Pendleton, Born 1767—Died 1831. 

Robert Taylor, Born 1785—Died 1846. 

His wife Mary C. Taylor, Born 1790—Died 1869. 

Mildred Taylor Taliaferro, Born 1787—Died 1854. 

Dr. Edmund Pendleton Taylor, Born 1791—Died 1840. 

His wife Mildred E. Turner, Born 1799—Died 1882. 

Jane Taylor Hart, Born 1800—Died 1867. 

Lucinda Taylor Shepard, Born 1794—Died 1873. 

Jaquelin P. Taylor, Born 1797—Died 1872. 

His wife Martha Richardson, Born 1801—Died 1881. 
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Alexander F. Taylor, Born 1807—Died 1871. 

Howard Taylor, Born 1810—Died 1833. 

Lucy J. Taylor, Born 1828—Died 1869. 

Mary Edmonia Taylor, Born 1824—Died 1892. 

Betsy Hord Taylor, Born 1818—Died . 

Married Rev. Joseph Earnest 1851. 

Erasmus Taylor, Born 1830—Died 1907. Married Roberta 
Ashby 1851. 

Roberta Ashby Taylor, Born 1830—Died 1893. 





Several of the above have children and grandchildren who 
died very young and are buried in this graveyard. 
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DIARY OF COL. WILLIAM BOLLING 
of BOLLING HALL 





(Continued ) 
APRIL. 1828. 
Snow, 6. Rain 4, 14, 17, 19, 20, 25, 26. 


1. Hauling out Manure commenced at Pocahontas, com- 
menced at my new prize house to prize my best Tobacco here, 
they did not work as easy as I had expected. 


2. Sale of Millerville. I this day sold this place as Trustee 
of David Bullock’? from W. O. Barrett at $500.25/100 to 
Robert Stanard,*° together with some of his Negroes, for the 
benefit of Drs. Vaughan, Kean, Curd and J. Fleming. 

3. Planting Corn, Prizing Tobacco and Hauling out Manure 
at both places. H. Dandridge dined with us and old Mr. Chau- 
doin came in the evening to borrow $10 as he does every now 
and then. 





19 David Bullock, son of John Bullock of Louisa County, was a 
lawyer with offices in Richmond, in which city he held many prominent 
positions. Among others he was Mayor of that city in 1808. In 1807 
he was the owner of Jamestown Island; and he was one of the Com- 
missioners appointed by Gov. Monroe to supervise the building of the 
Governor’s Mansion (1811). On Feb. 4, 1778, he married in Louisa 
County, Susanna Moore, and on Feb. 11, 1782, his marriage to Jane, 
dau. of James Terry, is recorded. He died about 1833, leaving his 
estate to his three nieces, the daughters of his sister, Rebecca Bul- 
lock, who had married Robert Garland. (Christian’s Richmond, Her 
Past and Present,’ pg. 75 and appendix; Harris’ History of Louisa 
County, pp. 293-94; Douglas Register, p. 13.) 

20 Robert Stanard, son of Larkin Stanard of Spotsylvania County, 
and Elizabeth Chew his wife, was b. Aug. 17, 1781, and died May 14, 
1846. He was educated at William and Mary College, was a brilliant 
lawyer, Judge of the Virginia Court of Appeals, Member of the House 
of Delegates from Spotsylvania, Speaker of the House and Member of 
the Convention of 1829. He married Feb. 13, 1812, Jane Craig and 
lived at the house which later became the Home of the Westmoreland 
Club, Richmond. Edgar Allan Poe, a friend of the Stanard boys ad- 
dressed his famous lines “To Helen” to the mother of his friends, 
and Mrs. Stanard became known as “Poe’s Helen.” One of these 
boys, William Stanard, married Josephine, the dau. of Judge Lyons, 
and lived at Bendover, Goochland County. (Account of Stanard 
Family by Dr. Wm. G. Stanard; R. C. Wight’s “The Story of Gooch- 
land”; William and Mary Quarterly, Vol. XXXIV, 171.) 
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4. Went to Mrs. Lewis’s to make arrangements with her 
respecting the Sale. Rain in the night, with a little hail and 
snow. Cold. 

5. Frost. Sett off to Island, met Brooks going to muster, 
and returned at 12 o’clock the wind being brisk and cold from 
N. W. I put all hands here and at Pocahontas to increase the 
covering of my Plantpatches. Ann came to dinner on Shad. 


6. The night being cloudy there was no frost. Went to 
meeting at the Courthouse, all my household also attended the 
Phaeton and Coach being both in requisition. Heard a most 
able sermon on the Resurrection (it being Easter Sunday) by 
Mr. Lee, after which we returned in a snow storm, which cov- 
ered the ground, but subsided before we reached home. Very 
cold. 

7. Sale of John Lewis’s Estate according to my advertise- 
ment took place, to the amount of $2316, including 12134 acres 
land which Dr. Watkins was close enough to buy at 5 cents pr. 
acre over the last bid of $4.25 when no bid less than 25 cents 
had been previously offered. Mr. Taylor who was my auction- 
eer return’d and staid all night; we found Mr. and Mrs. Lee 
and her Brother John Chilton*? of Loudoun here. 


8. They all left us. I returned to Mrs. Lewis’s to see to 
the delivery of the property, etc. Her connections, relations 
of her husband, were I found, as mine were on a similar occa- 
sion and perhaps many others, her greatest opposers in the 
articles of necessity which she had to purchase for herself and 
children. 

9. Mr. and Mrs. Payne, Henry Dandridge and Deborah 


Woodson** came to dinner and staid all night. Dr. Watkins 
and Jones Miller who moved to Ohio last summer, and moved 


back lately came in the evening and staid till after supper. 





21 For Chilton Family see Va. Mag. Hist. & Bio. Vol. XLV, 32. 


22 Deborah Woodson, dau. of Robert H. Woodson, whose widow, 
Maria, married William F. Carter, and granddaughter of Samuel 
Woodson, whose will, proved in Goochland Co., May 21, 1810 names 
his daughters Deborah and Mary Woodson. (Valentine Papers Vol. 
III, 1863, 1921, 1927.) 
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Frosts, for the last four or five nights we have had hard 
frosts and on examining my Wheat with Mr. Payne today find 
it very much injured and falling down. 

10. Regimental muster took place at the Courthouse, went 
there on business in company with Mr. Payne, H. Dandridge 
and Mr. W. 

11. Mrs. Payne, H. D. and D. Woodson left us. Went to 
the Island where they were planting corn, hauling manure, and 
ditching. 

12. Held a Warrant Court at the Grocery with G. Wood- 
son Payne and Wm. F. Carter, and went with them to Dun- 
geoness to dinner. 

Planting Corn finished at this place, a light shower in the 
evening. 

13. Sunday—14 Rain, very cold with a little hail and snow, 
cleaned out tobacco houses, and at intervals hauled out manure. 

14. Covered Plantpatches with pine brushes for fear of 
frost. 

15. Went to the Clerk’s office to examine some matters 
relative to Lewis’s Estate, thence to the Courthouse and home 
to dinner. 

Frost, a pretty severe one bit the Corn to the ground, and 
some the second time, and injured the forward Wheat. 


16. Made an Agricultural survey of my plantations here 
and at Pocahontas, found the forward sown Patches much in- 
jured by Frost and Fly, the late sown very well sett. 


17. Continued planting Corn at Pocahontas with two 
ploughs from this place. Another frost which bit the Corn 
and Wheat. Rain. 


18. Called at Martin James’s on business, thence to see 
‘Albert Royall who has been sick, and thence to Mrs. Lewis’s; 
on my return met a messenger to informme that General and 
Mrs. Cocke were here, who dined with us, and in the evening 
went to Dover on their way to Richmond. Gave Early York 
Cabbage Plants to Mrs. Lewis, A. Royall and M. James. 
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19. Rain. 

20. Sunday. Rain till midday; in the evening we rode to 
Wares where another shower kept us till near sunsett. Mrs. 
Royall who had rode there behind her husband returned in my 
carriage to her road. 

21. County Election. Bryce and Guerrant without oppo- 
sition, a poll was taken for a Convention to amend the State 
Constitution on which poll there were 31 votes for and 81 
against a Convention. I voted with the majority being decided- 
ly opposed to the measure; returned in the evening. 

22. Sett off for Richmond in my carriage with my daugh- 
ter Mary who goes to Mr. Baker®* the dentist to get some teeth 
extracted. Met Judge Brockenbrough and others on their way 
to the Superior Court of Law of this County which meets this 
day. We got to Thos. Harrison’s** to dinner, and in the even- 
ing Mr. H. and myself walked to Dr. Trent’s Plantation to see 
that old arch enemy of mine, David Meade Randolph, my wife’s 
Brother, who has put a trip to Washington and a visit to 
George Turberville in Albert’s head, which will cost me an 
expenditure of $100. We met Albert on his way home from 
Richmond, where he has spent a fortnight to fix for the trip. 

23. We arrived in Richmond about 11 o’clock. Left Mary 
and Becca her attendant at Mr. Cottom’s, and I put up at the 
Eagle Hotel, bought a new suit for Albert. 

24. Breakfasted at Mr. Cottom’s, and left Mary in care of 
her devoted friend Deborah Couch, who went shopping with 
her, and I commenced the same business for my family and 
plantations; dined at Mrs. Couches; called at the Armory in 
the evening but did not find Blair at home. 

25. Breakfasted at Mrs. Couches, met Deborah and Mary 
at the Dentist’s at 10 o’clock, where she sat with the greatest 
firmness and composure, and had four teeth extracted in 15 
minutes! Dined with Mr. Eustace and spent the evening at 





P 23 In 1819 E. Baker had his dental office at the corner of E and 10th 
treets. 
24 See Va. Mag., Vol. XLIV, 242. 
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Maria DuVal’s with Morean Randolph and wife, Mr. Old and 
Ben Meade. Rain. 

26. Completed my business, purchased all my goods, set- 
tled with Rutherfoord for the ballance of my last crop of wheat, 
and with Anderson, Blair & Anderson for my present crop of 
Lug Tobacco, as far as it has been sold, and spent the evening 
at the Eagle very pleasantly with Colonel Preston and Capt. 
Miller of Powhatan after dining at Cottom’s with my Brother, 
Albert (who has returned to make arrangements to take the 
stage for Washington on Monday with his Uncles Thomas and 
D. M. R.), and Mary. Rain. 

27. Left Richmond and arrived at Dover (Th. R. Harri- 
son’s)** to dinner, took an Agriclutural Walk in the evening 
and found his Wheat very seriously injured by Frost. Mrs. 
Trent, Mrs. H.’s sister staying with her. 

28. Left Dover, Called and sat an hour with Mrs. Garland 
and Daughters, stop’d at the Courthouse and got home to din- 
ner finding all well. 

29. Upon an Agricultural Survey found the progress in my 
absence pretty good, in Hilling New and 2d Year’s ground for 
Tobacco at Pocahontas and in prizing and Fencing here. The 
Boat*® arrived with my Iron, Salt, Aznaburgh, Whiskey, Scythe 
Blades, Coffee, Sugar, etc., bought in Richmond. 


30. Went to the Island, thence to my land in Powhatan 
opposite to examine Brook’s prospect for Plants, where he has 
one of 1800 square yards, and equal to any I have seen, af- 
fording a prospect to plant his whole crop in good time. I 
have there about 220 acres of as rich high land as I have ever 
seen, nearly the whole of it being fine plant land, even on the 





25 As early as 1753 Washington was interested in opening com- 
munication by water, or otherwise, between the East and West. In 
1772 the House of Burgesses passed an act for opening the Falls of 
James River, cutting a canal, erecting locks and other work necessary 
for extending navigation of the said River. In 1785 the James River 
Company was chartered, Washington being its first President. In 
1794 the Company began to operate, charging only half toll until 1806 
when full tolls were charged, indicating the completion of the work. 
In 1823 the Canal extended to Maiden’s Adventure, 30 miles up James 
River, but for bateaux only. 
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tops of the Hills which are very high, the Pawpaw, Black 
Walnut, Grape vines and other growth exhibiting the richness 
of the soil, are abundant, found Dr. Nash there attending one 
of my negroe women (Jenny) who is ill. Dined with Ann, 
and returned in the evening. 

27th Whip-poor-will gave his first serenade. 

Frosts, several between the lst and 10th, much injury to the 
wheat, Tobacco plants and fruit. 

28, Corn Crib, the last at this place cpened. 

Weather generally wet and cool, vegetation which in Feb- 
ruary and March promised to be uncommonly early, is now 
much retarded, and later than the last year. 

MAY, 1828 Rain 1, 13, 29. 

1. Sent for Ann and family who came to dinner in a smart 
rain. 

2. Took a survey of my corn fields here and at Pocahontas, 
found a great deal to replant here, owing to the carlessness of 
the hands and inattention of the overseer in suffering the Corn 
Planters to be choked and consequently the Corn not drop’d, 
and to the birds who have pulled up much in moist places, at 
Pocahontas it is come and coming up very well. 

3. Uncovered Plantpatches, had all my Patches uncovered 
at Pocahontas, and found the prospect plentiful for plants, tho’ 
not very forward. 

Prizing Tobacco finished at this place. Mrs. Miller, Jose- 
phine, Susan and Elizabeth Watkins, Miss Daniel and H. Dan- 
dridge dined with us. William Mann came after supper. 

4. Thomas sett off for Richmond. Mr. Mann and H. D. 
left us. 

5. Weeding Corn commenced here. Went to the Court- 
house to attend the Vestry, but a sufficient number of members 
did not appear to form a quorum. Dined at Mrs. Harris’s with 
Colonel Joseph Shelton, John Fleming and two Ladies. Left 
there about 6 o'clock, it being very hott. 

(To be continued ) 
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LETTERS FROM OLD TRUNKS 


FROM THE PAPERS OF THE LATE WALTER D. CoLes 


Richmond Mar 28th 1810. 
My dear Brother! 


Ere this reaches you it is probable that you have heard from my Mother 
to whom I wrote yesterday of the death of my very dear & affectionate 
wife. This awful event took place on Monday morning 9 O’Clock & 
yesterday her remains were laid in the church yard by the side of her 
deceased Father & poor little Virginia. Her numerous & mourning 
Relations and friends have some eliviation in their greif from their 
tears & the sympathy of all; I alone remain inconsolable. My tears 
refuse to flow, words to convey my greif cannot be uttered & a con- 
tinued pain & oppression about my heart bows me down to the very 
earth with humility & submission to the will of God. Sore & mighty is 
my greif, & when it will end is known to him only who seeth the end of 
all things. If Death would be kind enough to call me to go hence, I 
would view him as a freind & smile at his invitation & accept it with 
cheerfullness. But he is too stern a tyrant to grant this favour. He 
stalks about in my family, deprives me of a lovely child & takes 
from me the dearest & best wife that ever existed, knowing that these 
devrivations are to me a thousand times more dreadful & painful than 
his cold hand laid upon me can be. The world before me is a waste; 
I cannot see any object that attracts my attention, except six mother- 
less children for whose sake life alone is tolerable. For them I must 
live & for them I must strive a little, so as to endeavor to make their 
time in this world of sorrow, care & toil as comfortable as possible. 

My love to your wife & family & accept my prayers for your welfare 
while I remain your afflicted and miserable Brother 

J. Preston 





You are requested to attend the Funeral of 
MRS. JOHN PRESTON 


To-morrow morning, at 11 o’clock 
Monday, March 26, 1810 











James P. Preston Esquire 
Reverse Smithfield. Montgomery County. 





1 James P. Preston, Governor of Virginia, Dec. 11, 1816-Dec. 11, 1819. 
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Richmond Apl. 5th 1811. 


Dr Brother 


A few days ago I had the pleasure of receiving Mrs. Elizabeth Ann 
Mayo’s hand in matrimony with approbation & hearty congratulations 
of all our friends & relations in this place or near it. You are ac- 
quainted with the Lady, know her character, & have frequently heard 
me speak of her during the last winter in such manner as to induce you 
to believe I had a partiality for her which she early discovered & as 
soon as I communicated it to her, with candor & frankness, acknowl- 
edges that I was & had been for some time agreeable to her. If an 
amiable temper, an agreeable person, dignified manners, an exalted 
mind well stored with useful knowledge, experience & prudence, can be 
any evidence of future happiness my prospect at present is a flattering 
one with my beloved Elizabeth who eminently possesses all these quali- 
fications with many minor ones all of which tends to make the mar- 
riage state with such a woman the most desirable. To my dear little 
children she will prove a mother having felt the pains & pleasures, the 
cares & anxieties of being one & can therefore well conceive the feelings 
of a parent & justly regard & appreciate them. She is about 41 years 
old & has a most charming daughter about 17 years old whom she has 
educated chiefly herself in a style that no person can disapprove of, 
but on the contrary highly approve. The example & precepts of the 
now Mrs Preston have tended in a very high degree to make Miss 
Louisa so very amiable & interesting as she is. 


I have sent up for my carriage & horses & have written to my Sister 
Madison to consult with you on the manner in which you think it 
best to send, that is, to look at all the horses I have & see if you can 
take out two that will suit to be joined with the present pair & whether it 
would be best to make Joshua the driver as he can drive four in hand 
which is the present style or continue Jew & have a boy. I have spoke 
a good deal to James Lundy who will communicate freely to you & 
from what he says you can judge what is best to be done & act as you 
please. 

I will write you by the next mail fully which perhaps may reach you 
before this. 


Mr Phelps goes up to Greenfield with Mr Lundy & from thence to 
Pattonsburgh. The river was too high to send him by water & this 
is the only chance we had to send him onwards. The wheel has not 
yet arrived. Mr. Ralston expects it in a few days. 
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Give my love to your Lady & all the family at Smithfield & accept 
that of 
Yr Brother 
Reverse J. Preston? 
Ansd May 18th 
Major J. P. Preston 
Smithfield Montgomery 





Mr. Lundy 
LETTERS OF WILLIAM BYRD? 
ConTRIBUTED BY Mrs. TAZEWELL ELLETT 
Westover the Ist of Sept. 1728. 
Sr 


Before I had the honour to receive your letter, I had made a Journey 
to Appomattox, to give the necessary orders about the 17 Men I am to 
provide, with the Bread and Ammunition Sufficient for them. Some of 
the men I saw, and in order to persuade them to go, I was obliged to 
let them know that I was to command them. However I told them at 
the same time, that tho’ I had the command, yet they were to behave 
respectfully to the other Commissioners, endeavor to oblige them upon 
all occasions. This I shall repeat to them again when I have got them 
together, and I hope you will please to think it Sufficient. But if I am 
to tell them in Mr Fitz William’s hearing, that they are to do everything 
he shall order & direct (which are the words in your Honrs letter) it 
will be telling them in plain terms, that they are to be under his orders 
& command. This I hope you will not require me to do, contrary to 
what I conceivd was the Plan when I had the honour to see you. To 
what purpose had that Gentleman 3 men of his own appointment or- 
dered to wait upon him, if all the rest are to do so too? This Sir, as 
I have often hinted before, will create confusion in the Command, con- 
tention among our Selves, and discontent among the men, the conse- 
quences of all which will be a great obstruction to His Majestys Service 
as to the treating Mr F William with civilty & good Manners, I am 
not conscious [illegible] otherwise of the few things I had with me, 
he was allways askt to partake in the first place, tho’ he was never so 
kind as to ask me to partake of his. And if the Men were in any In- 
stance uncivil to him, it was more than I knew, tho’ if a Man be never 
so great, if he looks for extraordinary Respect from his Inferiors, it 





2 John Preston, Treasurer of Virginia, 1808-1820, married March 30, 
1811 Mrs. Elizabeth Ann Mayo. Hustings Court Marriage Bonds. 

3 Letters of William Byrd, II, to Governor Gooch regarding the 
Dividing Line between Virginia and North Carolina. 
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will be just to give them good words. Those I think are due even to 
Slaves. Upon the whole matter Sr contrary to the treatment I have 
met with, I shall not fail to be as civil as I can: but as for the com- 
mand, I must humbly insist upon it, and beg that you will not lay your 
commands upon me to make any other Declaration to the Men, than 
what I have already done, because it will be inconsistent with what I 
have told them, & I thought, upon good authority. However if it be 
necessary to oblige Mr Fitz William’s in this manner, I humbly beg 
your Honr will excuse me from going, and name some fitter Person to 
go along with Him, whose happiness I shall not envy in the least. I 
humbly intreat you will please to let me have your Commands by my 
Servant, that I may know what I am to depend upon, because if Mr 
Fitz William’s is to have any Share in the Command, it will save both 
me and the Men the trouble of any further Preparation. I most humbly 
thank you Sr for your good wishes in favour of Mrs Byrd. Blessed be 
God she is very well, and will I hope be very able to support the Pun- 
ishment brought upon her, by the Curiosity & disobedience of the Mother 
of Mankind. I have the honour to be with the greatest respect &c. 


Virginia the 28th of May 1729. 

Mr Spencer 

I have writ to you several times, but could never hear one syllable from 
you, so that I shoud have fancyd you dead and buryed if my Ld Man 
Herbert had not wrote to Wm Wilkins, that you were well. It woud 
have been very kind in you to have informd me something concerning 
my chambers, and how Mrs Paris takes care of them. My friend 
Capt Postford who brings you this letter, tells me that when he called 
there every thing was covered with dust, and that the chambers lay in a 
disorderly condition, For this reason I have determined to send for 
my Books [illegible] Goods that are in the Chambers, nor knowing how 
long it may be my fortune to continue in this Country. I therefore 
desire you and Mrs. Paris to deliver them to this Gentleman Capt Pos- 
ford, who will bring them safe to me. As for the books, I would have 
them carefully packt up after the following manner. Take the books 
out of each case, then pull the shelves all out, and pack the Books in 
the same cases, laying them flat in the case, as you woud pack them in 
a chest remembering to put Brown paper next to the wood, and be- 
tween every book, otherwise the binding will bruise and fret to pieces. 
Let no more Books be put into each case than is now in it, but fill up 
with shaveings to keep the Books tight. Then lock up the case, put 
matts over them and cord them very tight. The shelves you may pack 
up into a bundle by themselves. I have so much confidence in your 
kindness to an old Freind, that you will be particularly carefull in the 
packing the Books, that they come to as little damage as possible. I 
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woud allso desire your assistance in packing up my other Goods, and 
this Gentleman will satisfy you for your trouble. Only the Iron 
Hearths and Stoves with their appurtenances, I have desired him to 
sell for me, there being no coal burnt in the country. In a year or 2 
I intend, to set about building a very good house and if you are friendly 
in your assistance to this Gentleman, I will have all my sashes of you, 
which may recommend you to more Custome among my acquaintance. 
I heartily wish you all health and happiness being very truly your &c. 

I have ordered Mrs Paris to deliver up my Chambers when the 
goods are removed to Mr Farshall the under Treasurer if he be living. 
If he be dead, I must desire you to lett them for me at as good a Rent 
as you can. 





LETTER FROM JOHN Custis To PuiLtip Lupwe tt II. 


Williamsburgh, Aprl 18, 1717. 
Hond Sir 


Yours I recd concerning my forbidding the Governor [Alex. Spots- 
wood] to cutt my Wood, and if you please to give me leave, shall 
faithfully tell you, the whole matter. I happened to be at the Gover- 
nors, and he was pleased to ask my consent, to cut down some trees 
that grew on my Land to make an opening. I think he called it a 
visto, and told me would cut nothing but what was only fitt for the 
fire and for that he would pay as much as any one gave for firewood. 
Te please his honour, I told him he might if he pleased cutt such 
Trees down, Some time after I happened to dine with him, and he 
then told me there was a Swamp that did belong to me in which grew 
a great deale of wood, and alledged it would never be of much Service 
to me, by reason I could not come at it with a cart without going 
through his pasture, (but that was a mistake) however he told me as 
before if I would give him leave he would cut nothing but Scroby 
Trees that was fitt for nothing but the fire and words to that effect, and 
would likewise pay me for that. I was loth to deny his Honour and so 
I gave him leave. 

As tc the Clearing his visto he cut down all before him, such a wide- 
ness as he thought fitt; amongst which there was two very good oak 
Timber Trees, that my Tenant had reserved to cover my Tenement, 
and came to the people just as they had cutt them down, or in some 
small time after, and begged them not to cutt them into firewood, till 
he saw me, for she should be half ruined for boards if they destroyed 
those Trees, they were so uncivill that the very next morning early they 
cut them into firewood; as for my Swamp it is all cut down, good and 
bad as far as they went, till I stopt them, it is a great deale of pity such 
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stately oak Timber should be destroyed for the fire, a Wheelright 
would have given considerably for the Timber for fellows for wheels 
besides it would have left my Tenement in Log timber for many years, 
while I being very Sick, my tenant came to me and told me the Gov- 
ernor had ruined my Land by cutting and destroying almost the timber 
that should have Supplyed The Tenant; and if I did not stop such 
proceedings they would cut all before I could be well to see the Dam- 
age was done me, and that no tenant would be able to live on that 
Land for they must in short time not only buy Log timber but fire- 
wood .. . that if the Land were his the Governor should not have pil- 
laged it for Fifty pounds . . . I did not stop him no one would be able 
to live on it. I told him I did not expect that there was any Trees cut 
down but what was only good for the fire because I very well re- 
membered what the Governor had told me. He answered neither good 
nor bad was spared, upon which I made the best shift I could to. . 
so long as I could write to the Governor and in as civil manner as I 
was Capable of, and told him what my Tenant had informed me and 
desired that he would please to desist cutting any more, for that it would 
not only do me a great deale of Injury, but that I likewise thought I 
should do my Son a great deale of Injustice, if I should suffer his 
Land to be ruined or words to this effect; I assured him I would have 
waited on his Honour my self if I had been able, and that I was in a 
very weak Condition; Thus Sir have I told you as near as I can the 
whole truth of the matter, and if the Governor will be angry I will 
appeal to all mankind, if I have given him occasion, if he will please 
to Show my Letter I am not, nor shall not be affraid or ashamed to own 
every thing in it, I am conscious to my self that I did my utmost en- 
deavor to write respectively civil to him, in return of which I have been 
informed he has said all the little mean things of me, and that I threat- 
ened to beat his Servants, which you very well know, I was not able 
to stand upright but as I was held for severall weeks; and do pro- 
test solemnly I never changed a word with any Servant he had about 
any such thing—or indeed as I remember about any other matter, as 
far as being paid for the wood, I never had one farthing, and if I had, 
I leave you to guess if paying the usual price of firewood would answer 
for timber. I must now begg your pardon for troubling you with this 
long Scrowl, but since you were so kind to write to me of the premises, 
I thought myself obliged to answer you; my Respects to good Madame 
Ludwell my Love to my Girl is what offers from 


Hon.ble Sir, 
Yr most Obedt 


Superscribed John Custis Copy 
To The Hon.ble Philip Ludwell Esq. 
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ORDERLY BOOK VIRGINIA MILITIA 
WAR OF 1812 





Contributed by Mrs. William Montgomery Sweeney 





(Eprtorrat Note) There has been furnished to the Society 
a typewritten Manuscript containing a number of pages dealing 
with the Military strength of various Companies of the Militia 
and Regular Army during the War 1812. 

This Manuscript is interesting, particularly as it brings to 
light the names of various individuals who are therein recorded 
either as officers or privates. 

he details which comprise a large part of the Manuscript 
of the enrollment by numbers of the various Companies does 
not seem to be of sufficient interest to justify reproduction. 

There folliws now a list of certain names which appear in 
this Manuscript, as well as certain General Orders, Payrolls and 
Muster Rolls, and the reproduction of the commissions as Cap- 
tain and Colonel of George W. Higginbotham. 


NAMES iN THE MANUSCRIPT 
Ist. Lieut. George W. Higginbotham 


Capt. Thomas Bibb 
Ensign N. A. Sanders 
Ensign Dickinson 


Lieut. Col. Daniel Coleman 
The Adjt of the 6th Regt. will furnish (illegible) to every 
company Stationed in Town 
By command 
Jas Bankhead Adjt General 
Adjt Generals office 
February 20th 1814 
Genl. Orders 
Colo. Coleman will order from the detachment Stationed at 
Norfolk as many men as the quarters at the Cross roads & 
Lamberts point will contain 
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Officer of the day for to morrow 
Majr. White 
By command 
Adjt General 
Gen. Orders 

The Adjt of the 6 Regt will cause an assemblage of the 
Regt at 10 o’clock for the purpose of examining the arms, 
and cause a report to be made on the subject. He will order 
as many men to the Cross roads as can be quartered there,— 


say one company complete 
Daniel Coleman 6th Regt. 


Brigade Quarters February 20th 1814 


No Regiment or Battalion report will be recd. at this office 
unless it be complete, and the commanding officers must take 
the necessary step to complete the Morning reports to be at 
the ordinary hour, and see that they are correct. 

The Commandant of Brigade feeling anxious to afford every 
accomodation to the officers under his command hereby per- 
mits Mr Benja Davis to establish a boarding house for the 
officers in the shed opposite the centre of the 5th Regt. The 
Or Master of the 4th and 5th Regiments will remove from 
the shed every article that may concern this Regiment. 


The following are the detail of the guard for to Morrow * * * 
By Order 
Jn. Magganos 
Brigade Inspector 
A Regimental Court Martial will convene to Morrow at 11 
Oclock at the Cross roads Lambert’s point, for the purpose of 
trying each person who may be brought before them. 
Lt. Templemen President 
Lt. Lewis Members 
Ensign Ball 
Capt Straughn appointed Judge Advocate 
J. N. Lovelace 
Adjt 6th Regiment 
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Adjt Genls Office 
General Orders February 21st 1814 


Capt. Payne of the 6th Regt has been discharged being a 
Supernumary officer Samuel Pollard and Hugh of Capt. En- 
versons Company will be detailed for duty with Lt. Loving on 
Acting Commissary of Ordnance & will be reported on extra 
duty 

Officer of the day for tomorrow 
Majr Hunter 
James Bankhead 
Adjt General 
Adjt Genls Office 
Genl Orders February 22nd 1814 
Officer of the day for to Morrow 
Majr Washington 
By Command, James Bankhead 
Adjt General 
Adjt Gen. Office 
Genl Orders Feby 23rd 1814 


At a general Court martial of which Capt. Goodall is Pres- 
ident was tried Isaac Hughs corporal in Capt. Jones company 
on the following charge and specification : Charge—sedition and 
riot; Specification—In that the said Isaac Hughs on the 10th 
did quarrel and fight with G. Lewis, a private in my company 
which produced confusion and tumuly through the whole Bar- 
racks. 

Signed. B. Jones, Capt. 
35th Regt. Infantry. 


To which charge and specification the prisoner pleaded not 
guilty of the charge, but guilty of so much of the specification 
as respects fighting. The Court after Mature deliberation on 
the testimony adduced, find the prisoner not guilty of Sedition, 
but guilty of riot, and guilty of the specification, and sentence 
him to be reduced to the ranks. 











250 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE 


At the same court was tried Garland Lewis a private in Capt. 
Jones Company, on the following charge and specification: 


Charge Ist disobedience 
2nd Drunkeness 


3rd Sedition & riotous conduct 


Charge Ist Specification in that the said Lewis did on the 8th 
Instant quit the garrison without permission and not returning 
until the next day. 


Charge 2nd, Specification, in that the sd Lewis when on guard 
the 9th Inst. got so drunk that the officer of the day had him 
relieved. 

Charge 3rd, Specification, in that the sd Hughs at the sd 
Barracks on the morning of the 10th Instant was all riot and 
confusion in consequence of a quarrel and Fight between him 
the sd Lewis & corporal Hughs of Capt. Cooks Company to 
which charge and Specification he pleaded surely guilty of the 
Ist Charge and Specification, guilty of the 2nd charge, but not 
guilty of the 3rd Charge and Specification. 


The Court after Mature deliberation On the testimony ad- 
duced, find the prisoner guilty of the first charge and Specifi- 
cation, guilty of the 2nd Charge and Specification, guilty of 
riotous conduct, but not guilty of Sedition as charged in 3rd 
Charge, guilty of 3rd Specification and sentence him to ride a 
Gun 2 Hours per day for 10 Days with a Bottle and a tin Cup 
tied round his neck, to be confined at night and be kept on 
bread and water for the same time and half of his monthly pay 
stopped for three months. The sentence to be carried into 
effect to which he has been transferred—[ ?]. 


The Commanding Officer approves the foregoing sentence. In 
all cases where courts martial in their sentences fined a pris- 
oner, they must Specify to which purpose the money is to be 
applied. The stoppage of the pay of Lewis must be appro- 
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priated to the sick of the company to which he belongs. 
Officer of the day for to Morrow 
Col Preston 
Jas Bankhead 
Adjt Genl. 


Norfolk 26th Feby 1814 


Regimental Orders 

Capt Fink will take command of the Riflemen under Lt. 
Cornett and the subalterns in that detachment and his own will 
constitute a company. Capt. Bibb, Lt. Fields, Lt. Loving, En- 
sign Dickinson, and Ensign Sanders together with his Musi- 
cians, 5 Sergts., 6 Corporals and one hundred and two privates 
will constitute one company. The balance of the privates in 
Capt. Bibb’s detachment will be added to Capt. Straughan’s 
Company. Lieutenant Higginbotham will remain as super- 
numery and wait for further orders. 

Daniel Coleman, Lt C. C. 6th Regt. 
Brigade Ors 
Brigade Orders March 3rd 1814 

The foregoing are the Genl Orders of the day and are to be 
Attended to accordingly. 

Commandants of Regts and Corps will on or before the 6th 
of this Month cause correct Returns to be handed in at the 
Brigade Office, by the Commandants of Companies Attached to 
their respective Regts or Corps, Mentioning the name of each 
man, the Number of the Regt and County, Stamp’d on the 
Musket or other arms in the possession of the Soldiers and 
whether it be the property of the United States or of the State 
of Virginia, whether in good or bad order; the number of car- 
tridge boxes, good or bad, the property of the U.S. and that 
of the State of Virginia; the quantity of camp equipage, im- 
plements and accoutrements attached to each company, stating 
their condition and whether the property of the U.S. or of the 
State of Virginia. They will also cause the Quarter Master 
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to hand in on or before the 6th Inst. at the B. Office, correct 
consolidated returns of all publick property in their possession, 
designating the property of the U.S. and that of the State of 
Virginia, and also the condition of said property. 


Adjt Genls Office March 4th 1814 


Genl. Orders 


The unsoldierlike conduct of Sentinels Sitting down at their 
posts, is Strictly forbidden and the officers of the guards who 
should Visit them frequently during the day and night and the 
officers of the day, will be held responsible for such deviation 
of duty. Officers and non commissioned officers on duty are 
particularly enjoined not to impart the Countersign to any but 
those whose duty requires them to have it, which will extend to 
officers on duty commanders of outposts and detachments, and 
certain punishments will follow a breach of this order. 


The officers who rec’d the Materials for erecting huts will 
report the Numbers of Logs to the Quarter Master Genl. and 
until they are worked up, a guard will be placed over them. 


Captain Davidsons Company of Artillery will repair to the 
peach Orchard, and will furnish quarters sufficient for the Ac- 
comodation. 


Captain Bibb’s Company will be held in readiness to go to 
Crany Island. 


At a Genl Court Martial, of which Lt Colo Parker is presi- 
dent, was tried Thomas McGehee a private in Capt Sheltons 
Company 5th Regt in the following charge and Specification 


In that the sd Thos McGehee, did on 25th Febr 1814 leave 
his post, and return to the Guard house before he was relieved 
between 2 & 4 Oclock, P.M., before his term as Sentinel had 
expired. The Court after Mature deliberation find the pris- 
oner guilty of the charge and of the Specification, and pro- 
nounce the following sentence: That the prisoner being an old 
Man and a revolutionary Soldier, and it appearing that there 
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was some irregularity in posting him and that he did probably 
leave his post from extreme pain, that he be discharged. 


At the same Court Martial was tried Geo. Leonard a private 
in Captain Jones Company on the following charges and Speci- 
fications, Charge, Sleeping on his post; Specification, In that 
the sd Leonard did while on his post as a Centinel on the 
Morning of the first of March go to Sleep, whereupon the court 
after Mature deliberation acquit the prisoner of the Charge and 
Specification, it not being proved to their Satisfaction that the 
prisoner was a Sleep, they are of opinion that he was guilty 
of a breach of duty Sitting on his post, his gun being at a 
Little distance from him, they deem it proper to bring to View 
of the Commanding officer the practice that too frequently 
exists and is permitted by guard officers for want of proper 
Instruction, of Sitting on posts, which practice alone prevents 
them from offering some punishment to the prisoner’s offence. 


At the same Court was tried Reuben Frayly a private in 
Captain Kemps Company 4th Regiment on the following 
Charges and Specifications: Charge, Sleeping on his post; 
Specification, In that the said Fraylp was found a Sleep on his 
post while acting as Sentinel on the Night of 19th Febr at 
Fort Tare whereupon the Court after Mature deliberation pro- 
nounced the following sentence, That the prisoner shall ride a 
cannon for two hours with his hands tied behind him, and his 
feet tied together, and that he shall labour for the Ballance of 
his service. 

The Commanding Officer approves and confirms the fore- 
going sentence. 


Officer of the day for to Morrow Majr Hunter 


By Command 
James Bankhead 
Adjt Genl 
Jordan P. Camden 


(To be continued.) 
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY’S REVOLU- 
TIONARY HERITAGE 





By Ruby Altizer Roberts, Cambria, Va. 





Because most of Virginia’s historians have lived in other 
sections of the state, little has been taught in regard to South- 
west Virginia, and while our people have long been making 
history, small effort has been made to preserve it. The fact 
has been greatly deplored that parts of the country whose his- 
tory has been preserved, have received credit which properly 
belonged to this section of the state. It was Lord McCauley 
who so aptly said: “A people which takes no pride in the noble 
achievements of remote ancestors, will never achieve anything 
worthy to be remembered by remote descendants.” 

The Ancestry of Montgomery County is itself of interest. 
From Spotsylvania County laid off in 1720, which included 
areas now Southwest Virginia, West Virginia, Kentucky and 
the western part of Pennsylvania, Orange County was cut in 
1734: Augusta was formed from part of Orange in 1745. It 
contained all the territory west of the Blue Ridges. In 1770 
Botetourt was taken from Augusta and in 1773 Fincastle was 
taken from Botetourt. In 1776 Montgomery, Washington and 
Kentucky Counties were formed from Fincastle. 

Recently while workers were employed in copying old court 
records, they discovered in the attic of the courthouse, where 
they had lain in seclusion, some for as long as one hundred and 
fifty years, rare documents relating to the revolutionary period. 
Historians proclaim them the greatest find in many years. There 
are more than two thousand names included in these lists, many 
of whom were never found to be of Revolutionary service in 
any other records of the country. These names comprise an 
authentic index of the “First Families” not only of Southwest 
Virginia but of the entire nation. While some are still fa- 
miliar names in the county and State, many are not, indicating 
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the removal to other parts of the country and tax records 
often indicate the point of removal of many of these families. 
That education was somewhat neglected by the frontiersmen, 
is evinced by the varied spelling of names, sometimes found 
spelled in three or four ways in the same document. It is true 
however that the fathers of our country were too much en- 
grossed in wresting sustenance from the soil, and in protecting 
their families from constant Indian depredations, to worry a 
great deal about splitting the infiinitives; the fear of scalp- 
splitting being much more vital and in order of the day. A 
list of names follows: 
Members Of the Safety Committee For Fincastle County 1775 


and 1776 
William Preston, Chairman 


Abraham Trigg, Clerk William Herbert 
Stephen Trigg James McGavok 
Will Sayers Isaac Shelbie 
John Montgomery James Robinson 
Walter Crockett Jos. Cloyd 
Thomas Madison Wm. Davies 
Andrew Boyd William Ingles 
James Thompson William Doak 
Geo. Ewing. Antho Bledsoe 
James McCorkel Evan Shelbie 


Certificate of Dr. Thos Cloyd as Sergent in Co. of Rangers in 
command of Wm. Preston. 

Fifty Acres of land granted to Peter Wylie for service as ranger. 

To John South for dieting 14 men. Wm. Ingles John Codcirs ser- 
vant to Israel Christian, served as a ranger. 

Peter Wright, fifty acres for same. 

William Davies entitled to 200 acres for service as ranger (sear- 
gant). 

Geo. Skillern served in Co. of Rangers. 200 acres of land. Wm. 
Preston. Nov. 1, 1779. 

Archibald Buchanan served as Corporal in Co. of Rangers in 1755 
and 1756. Given Sept. 9, 1779. (200 acres) 

Nov. 3, 1799 Dr. Thos Cloyd given land for services in the late 
French War. 

Edward Neale asks that Capt. McCorkle pay his money to Thos. 
Neale for services. Mar. 8, 1777 
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Robt. Sawyers, son of dec. Alex Sawyers given certificate saying 
he is entitled to 2000 acres by And. Lewis Feb. 26, 1774 


Sworn to the oath of Allegiance by John Montgomery on Sept. 6, 


1776. 


James Newell Sr. 
Samuel Doake 
Andrew Boyd 


John Frederick Miller 


John Brown 
James Brown 
Josiah Fugate 
Benjamin Roe 
Goe. King 
Andrew Crockett 
John Craig 
John Newell 
John Lowder 
William Newell 
Valantine Harman 
Thos. Roe 

Thos. Alford 
Alexander Evins 
Robert Simpson 
Samuel Gamble 
John Calfee 
Frederick Oats 
John Harris 

John Long 

Hugh Simpson 
Thomas Barnet 
James Simpson, Jr. 
Jeremiah Patricks 
Andrew Duncan 
William Simpson 
James Crockett 
William Sayer 
Anthony Duncan 
Henry Long 
Alexander Deberty 
William Mackleroy 
William Painter 
Jacob Willson 
Edward Chapman 





Wm Montgomery, Sr. 
William Montgomery 


Robert Montgomery Sr. 


John Alison 

Robert Watson 
Peter Brinkley 
John Miller 

Samuel Smith 
Thomas Montgomery 
Joseph Baker 
Robert Findly 
George Smith 
James Montgomery 
John Alcorn 

John Fowler 
Samuel Montgomery 


Robert Montgomery Jr. 


James Montgomery 
George Breckenridge 
Joseph Montgomery 


James Montgomery Jr. 


Michael Krantz 
James McDonald 
John Walraven 
Patrick McGuire 
Mangus McDonald 
Baptist Armstrong 
John Breckenridge 
Daniel Chapman 
James Buchanan 
George Loving 
William Hamelson 
John Hall 

James Thompson 
Adam Dean 

Hugh Cuningham 
Joseph Rutherford 
Thomas Whitlock 
John Baxter 


John Bradley 
Francis Day 
Samuel Ewing Jr. 
William Robinson 
Richard Muse 
Andrew Statt 
Charles Deborase 
Benjamin Rutherford 
James McMahon 
Richard Byrd 
Bartley Green 
James Ewing 
Robt. Buchanan 
Moses Price 
William Rogers 
Nicholas Tutle 
John Hutchen 
Samuel Price 
William Bradley 
John Rogers 

John Ewing Sr. 
George Forbush 
John McMahon 
Benj. Rogers Jr. 
Joseph Rogers 
John Rutherford Jr. 
Evan Williams 
Charles Cock 
Edmond Rowland 
Adam Renner 
Adam Glazier 
Jonah Mayfield 
Joseph Lee 
William Sexton 
Michael Daugherty 
George Daugherty 
Nathaniel Buchanan 
John Barran 
Henry Barran 
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William Pierce John Rutherford Sr. Joseph Barrow 
Francis Camron William Meek John Buchanan 
John Jenkins Michael Glover John Conway 

Joseph Barrow Sr. Alexander Neely John Richeson 


Charles McQueen 


Below is an interesting document: 
Sir: 

News this day come to me that the Chorecees have declared war 
and their is a numbar of indians on all quarters—Dickarson and all 
his men are killed. All here in our setalment ar in a uproar. I am 
apt to think it will covenant for all that are inclined to part with me 
to conclude with me now as soon as posable Our danger is great. 
This from me Jonathan Jenings send this with speed to all the in 
habitors on Birks fork Indons Rige, Gresa Creek. July 3, 1774. 


A list of the Persons Who Hath Sworn Allegiance to the State 1777. 





Sept. 30 1777 


Thomas Witten Senr. 
William Craig 
Thos. Witten Jr. 
William Thomson 
Comfort Bruster 
Samuel Lock 
William Cicill 
John Bradshaw 
John Greenus 
Samuel Mars 
Thos. Willson 
Robt Moffet 

Rice Williams 
James Maxwell 
James Jossling 
Jacob Harmon, Sr. 
Jacob Harmon, Jr. 
James Overtun 
Denis O’Cockern 


Oct. 1, 1777 


Chrisley Hensley 
William Weeks 
John Weeks 
Samuel Forgison 
Israel Harmon 
Thomas Peery 


Robert Worsham 
Raley Gibson 
William Cleary 
John Clearley 
Elisha Clearley 
Zachariah Clearley 
William Wyne 
Alexr. Montgomery 
John Francis 
Makijah Mayfield 
Thos. Mayfield 
William McGuire 


Oct. 5, 1777 


George Peerey 

Jos. Turner 

James Moore 
Richard Grills 
Thos. Ingles 
William Hutchinson 
John Simpson 
Thos. Poage 


Oct. 7, 1777 


Uriah Stone 
James Mayfield 
Wm. Isley 


th) 
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John Davison 
William Brown 
John Crompton 
Joe Brown 

John Croder 
William Cleveland 
John Cleveland 
James Evans 
Thos. Branson 
Simion Cockrall 
Richd. Blankenship 


Oct. 11, 1777 


McPeak Perdue 
Isam Blankenship 
Henery Farler 
Francis Farler 
Thos. Farler, Sr. 
Thos. Farler, Jr. 
Saml. Pack 

Liggon Blankenship 
Henry Obasoe 

John Trimble 


Oct. 13, 1777 


William Kavenaugh 
Edw. Parsons 

John Huchinson, Senr. 
George Parke 

Thos. Hackett 


Charles Kavanaugh, Sr. 


John Woods 

Joshua Inglish 
Nicholas Woodfin 
James Adairo 
William Parks 
Robert Willey Senr. 
Thos. Willey 
Michael Woods 
James Williams 
John Hutchinson Jr. 
Chas. Atkinson 
James McAllister 


William Perdue 
John McGyre 
John Cavanaugh 
Archbald Woods 
Philoman Kavanaugh 
William Kavanaugh 
Henery Gibson 
Joseph Simmons 
John Willey 
William Willey 
Mitchel Clay 
Robt. Willey Jr. 
Adam Clendenin 
Adam Woods 
Charles Hays 
Zekil Clay 

David Clay 

John Nicholas 
George Swope 
Henery Walker 
George Pack 
William Fulton 
Ellis Bayley 
Thomas Christian 
Thomas Hail 
William Day 
Thomas McGriff 
George Scott 
John Hellery 
George Paris 
Andrew Hatfield 
Richard Chapman 
Umphrah Brumfield 
Joel Certain 
Capt. John Tayler 
George Tayler 
Michael Larick 
Wm. Davis 
David Inglish 
William Davison 
Adam Wall 

John Lasley 
William Longley 
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James Keer John McGriff 
Charles Lockhart Sworn before me, 
James Robertson. 


To Clerk of Montgomery County— 


We whose names are hereunto subscribed do swear or affirm that 
we renounce and refuse all allegiance to George third King of 
Great Britain, his heirs and successors, and that I will be faithful and 
bear true allegiance to the Commonwealth of Virginia as a free 
and Independent State, and that I not at any time do or cause to 
be done, any matter or thing that will be prejudicial or injurious to 
the freedom and independence thereof, as declared thereof, as de- 
clared by Congress? and also, that I will discover and make known 
to someone Justice of the Peace for the said State all treasons or 
traitorous conspiracies which I now or hereafter shall know to be 
formed against this or any of the United States of America. 


Capt. Cox’s Company, 1777 Sept, 30. 





David Cox 
Zachariah Bennett 


Jno. (his X mark) Riddle 
John Cox, Octr. 4th. 77 


Andrew Baker 
John Henderson 
James McDaniell 
William Probut 
Goe. Raves 

John Hamon 

Sam Roy 

Jas. Mulkey 
Francis Farmer 
Richd. Chapman 
Robt. Parsons 
James Parsons 
Jeremiah Harrison 
Alex. Henderson 
Robert Stephenson 
Daniel Blevens 
Charles Smith 
Redmond McMahon 
Clement Ley 

Jno. Blevens 

Wm. Porter 


Wm. Lee 

David Fulton 

Doswell Rogers 

John Rill Oct. 23, 1777 
Joseph Wollen Nov 3 

John Wollen 

John Hannes 

Thomas Wollen 

William Ridel 

Harmon Coxe 

Jeremiah Cloynch 

Mashel Duncan 

John Will Cox 

John Collins, Sept. 2 

Saml. Collins, Novr. 11 

Wm. Henderson, Novr. il 
Wm. Gloves of Thomp. Co. 
Lieut. Henry Francis Nov. 30 
Peter Hutcheson, of my own 
Harry Stobough, of my own 
Jno. Dirkins of Drapers Co. 
Robert Logun of Stephens Co. 
James Logun of Drapers Co. 
Jno. Dirkins of Drapers Co. 
Robert Logun of Stephens Co. 
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James Logun, John Divin, Archibald McCaver of Drapers Com- 


pany. 


Jno. Wetrope, a traveler 

Jos. Dougherty of Drapers Ce 
Wm. Shaw of Capt. Stephens 
Co. 

Finley of Capt. Stephens 
Co. 

Christopher Elms, of Thomp- 

sons Company 


Jas. 


Wm. Arbuckle 

Wm. Ewing of Thompsons 
Company 

Sam Paxton, of Thompsons 
Company 

Jas. McCroskey, of Thomp- 


sons Company 
Peter Laughlin of Thompson’s 
Co. 
Capt. Osburns Co., Sept 29 
Ezekiel Young (his mark) 
Francis Stogil (his mark) 
Jeremiah Ozburn 
William Landreth 
Capt. Enoch Osburn, Octr. 6th. 
Robt. Baker 


The Above was sworn before me. 


Jno. Medley 

Isaac Weaver 

Wm. Hash 

Stephen Ozburn 
Jonathan Ozburn 
Wells Ward 

Jno. Hash 

Josua Pennington 
Jas. Ward 

Ephriam Ozburn Junr. 
Timothy Roark 
Ephriam Pennington 
Ephriam Ozburn Sr. 
Stephen Ozburn Sr. 

George Ewing Junr. of Thomp- 
sons Company. Nov. 1 
Jno. Fluty of Robt. Buchanans 

Company 
Alex Buchanan, of Robt. Buc- 
hanan’s Company 
Henry Long of McCorkle’s Co. 
Jas. Thompson 
Josiah Ramsey 
Samuel Newberry 


Jas. McCorkle, Dec. 5, 1777. 


A List of Persons who took the State oath before James McGavok, 


Thos Smith 
John Simpson 
Walter Keer 
Thomas Hobbs 
Price Brown 
William Prowland 
William Davies 
John Adams 
Henery Francis 
James Davis 
John Walker 
Henery Goucher 
Simon Alderson 





John Cox 

John Van DeMary 
Calep Odle 

Robt. Breckenridge 
William Calhoun 
William Bell 
William Love 
Robert Love 

John McFarlan 
William Montgomery 
John Mathews 
James Douglass 
George Douglass Ji. 
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George Douglass Sr. Josiah Ramsey 
James Crufore John Nowland 
John Sessly Joseph Gray 
Robert Gentry Will. Handley 
John Hounshell (his mark) Moses Gordon 
John McFarland Mark Chambers 
Andrew Samie Jacob Bough 
John Mouch John Vaughan 


The Above sworn to before me. James McGavok. 


A list of persons sworn to the States in Capt. McCorkle’s Com- 
pany of Montgomery County by Stephen Trigg in 1777. Sept. 6th. 





Samuel Walker 
Jacob Groce 

James Montgomery 
James Patton 
Robert Lyon 

John Denton 
Alexander Robertson 
Robert Miller 
James Walker 
Joseph Moyrs 
Henry Long 
William Hall 
Meredith Reins 
Adam Hance 

David Crouch 
William Collingsworth 
Peter Poor 


Edward Corder 
Samuel Ingram 
Joseph Whiteger 
John Reins 

James Kell 
Thomas Patton 
Joseph Clements 
Jno. Hance 
Samuel Thompson 
Jesse Coats 

Jonas Manifee 
Jarrol Manifee 
John Grayson 
Josiah Baker 
Adam Waggoner 
Joseph Montgomery 
William Grayson 


Sworn of Capt. John Drapers Company: 10th October 1777. 


Hugh Pattrick. 


Sworn of Capt. John Taylors Company: 9th Sept. 1777 


William Butler 


Wooldrick Taylor 


(To be continued.) 
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BERKELEY AND JEFFERSON COUNTIES* 
Contributed by Morgan P. Robinson 


The Commonwealth of Virginia, Complainant, 
vs. Bill in Chancery. 


The State of West Virginia. 
Mr. Justice DAVIS dissenting. 


Being unable to agree with the majority of the court in its judgment 
in this case, I will briefly state the grounds of my dissent. 

There is no difference of opinion between us in relation to the con- 
struction of the provision of the Constitution which affects the question 
at issue. We all agree that until the consent of Congress is given, there 
can be no valid compact or agreement between states. And that, al- 
though the point of time when Congress may give its consent is not 
material, yet, when it is given, there must be a reciprocal and concurrent 
consent of the three parties to the contract. Without this, it is not a 
completed compact. If, therefore, Virginia withdrew its assent before 
the consent of Congress was given, there was no compact within the 
meaning of the Constitution. 

To my mind nothing is clearer, than that Congress never did undertake 
to give its consent to the transfer of Berkeley and Jefferson counties to 
the State of West Virginia until March 2, 1866. If so, the consent came 
too late, because the Legislature of Virginia had, on the fifth day of De- 
cember, 1865, withdrawn its assent to the proposed cession of these two 
counties. This withdrawal was in ample time, as it was before the pro- 
posal of the state had become operative as a concluded compact, and the 
bill (in my judgment) shows that Virginia had sufficient reasons for re- 
calling its proposition to part with the territory embraced within these 
counties. 

But, it is maintained in the opinion of the court that Congress did give 
its consent to the transfer of these counties by Virginia to West Virginia, 
when it admitted West Virginia into the Union. The argument of the 
opinion is, that Congress, by admitting the new state, gave its assent to 
that provision of the new constitution which looked to the acquisition of 
these counties, and that if the people of these counties have since voted 
to become part of the State of West Virginia, this action is within the 
case, (about which there is no dispute) do not justify the argument 





* Copy of decision of the Supreme Court of the United States, De- 
cember, 1870. 
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consent of Congress. I most respectfully submit that the facts of the 
which is attempted to be drawn from them. 

The second section of the first article of the constitution of West Vir- 
ginia was merely a proposal addressed to the people of two distinct dis- 
tricts, on which they were invited to act. The people of one district 
(Pendleton, Hardy, Hampshire, and Morgan) accepted the proposal. 
The people of the other district (Jefferson, Berkeley, and Frederick) 
rejected it. 

In this state of things, the first district became a part of the new 
state, so far as its constitution could make it so, and the legislature of 
Virginia included it in its assent, and Congress included it in its admis- 
sion to the Union. But neither the constitution of West Virginia, nor 
the assent of the legislature of Virginia, nor the consent of Congress, 
had any application whatever to the second district. For though the 
second section of the first article of the new constitution had proposed 
to include it, the proposal was accompanied with conditions which were 
not complied with; and when that constitution was presented to Congress 
for approval, the proposal had already been rejected, and had no sig- 
nificance or effect whatever. 


I am authorized to say that Mr. Justice Clifford and Mr. Justice Field 


concur in this dissent. 
D. W. MIDDLETON, 


Clerk Supreme Court, United States. 
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NOTES AND QUERIES 





HAY NES—GREER—TILLERY FAMILY 


Henry Haynes, b. 1701, d. 1784, Henry Co., Va., mrd. Mary ’ 
1701-1782. Would like her maiden name and name of parents—tradition 
says she was a Smith of Amherst County. Their daughter Ann 
(Nancy), b. 1746, d. 1836, in Miss., mrd. Lowe; after his death 
she mrd. James Greer, b. 1744, d. Ga. 1825. Their son Henry Greer, b. 
1769, d. after 1828 in Miss., mrd. Susanna Tillery, b. 1777, d. bet. 1818 
and 1827 in Miss. Would like data on Tillery family of Va., Ga., or 
Tenn. 








Mrs. James R. Alfonte, 
Ft. Benning, Ga. 





TERRELL 
Wanted: Name of wife of William Terrell, son of Robert Terrell 
and Mary Foster T., and names of children. Were Presley T., who 
had a dau., Nancy, and Archibald B. T., who married Sarah Hutchinson, 
and Wm. Terrell, who married Mrs. Lydia Moore, the sons of William 
and Ann Daniel Terrell? 
(Miss) Ada M. Scott, 
Monmouth, IIl. 





CORRECTION 
Dr. William B. Hall, not William D. is the name of the contributor 
of the Eldridge article, April, 1938, pg. 172. 





HARRISON 

Andrew Harrison of Westmoreland County, Va., married Mary Lov- 
ell, daughter of Robert Lovell. Andrew Harrison’s will was proved in 
Westmoreland Co., Feb. 27, 1729. In it he gave, son, Joseph land in 
King George C. He mentioned wife Mary and four children, none by 
name except Joseph. Robert Lovell in his will proved Feb. 23, 1725 in 
Westmoreland Co. mentioned daughter Mary Harrison and grandchil- 
dren—Ann and Lovell Harrison. The fourth child was unamed in either 
will and is desired. Was she “Betsy Ann” Harrison, born Jan. 5, 1728 
(after date of Robert Lovell’s will), died March 18, 1778 and married 
Oct. 4, 1746 to Jeremiah Carter son of Joseph Carter of Lancaster Co.? 
Records show that Joseph and Lovell Harrison were brothers and that 
Andrew Harrison, the father, had brother Robert Harrison of King 
George Co. 
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Who were the parents of this Andrew Harrison and to what Har- 
rison family did he belong and what was the name of his youngest child? 
Dr. Blanche M. Haines, 
Three Rivers, Michigan. 





CABELL 

A Second Edition of “The Cabells and Their Kin,” by Alexander 
Brown, will be published in the fall of 1938, by Garrett & Massie, Rich- 
mond, Va., as Volume I of a set of two volumes. 

Volume Two, to follow, will continue the history of the Cabell Family 
from 1895 to the present time and will contain, as far as are procurable, 
the names of all descendants of Dr. William Cabell who were born subse- 
quent to 1895 or who, for other reasons, were not included in the First 
Edition. 

Descendants of Dr. Cabell are requested to communicate with me and 
I shall be glad to forward blank forms to be used in making a proper 
record of their family. 

C. Cabell Tutwiler, 
“Brushwood,” Lexington, Va. 





A COPY OF ISAAC BROACHES WILL 


To Ann my wife A hoe a rake a ladder 

My Joy & life A wooden can 

I freely now do give her A Closet tools pan 

My whole estate A glister pipe & Bladder 

With all my plate My pounce & pipe 

As I am about to leave her. An oxentripe 

A tub of Sope An oaken Dish that’s carved 

An old cart Rope My little Dog 

A frying pan & Kittle An spotted hog 

An Ashen pail And two little pigs just starved 

A threshing frail My big coat 

An Iron Wedge & Bittle Not worth a groat 

Nine Bell pears With my long cap & Nizzard 

With Two old chairs This is all my store 

A bead of hey I have no more 

On which we lay I am just about to leave 

An old sauce pan for Batter. My year is done 

An old sword blade My Race is Run 

A Garden spade And Nanny to you I leave. 
[Reverse] Mr. H. A. Claiborne 


Elsen Green 
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POINDEXTER 


Wanted: Ancestry of Susanna Poindexter, who married Col. Abra- 
ham Maury in Lunenburg Co., Va., 1759. She died near Franklin, Tenn., 
1801. Philip Poindexter, Jr. (aparently her brother), was executor of 
her son’s will, and died in May, 1802. Philip Poindexter (presumably 
Susanna’s father) was a taxpayer in Lunenburg Co., 1751-1764, and 
his will was probated in Mecklenburg Co. in 1790. 

(Miss) Lucy Herndon Ewin, 


Sunnyside, Route 2, Biloxi, Mississippi. 





CLOPTON 


After many years of research here and abroad, Mrs. Erwin announces 
that her book “The Ancestors of William Clopton of York County, Va., 
and His Descendants” will be published at an early date. 

This volume will contain his English ancestry with Arms, description 
of the family seat, tombs, with ancient wills, deeds, etc., twenty-eight 
records of docur..entary evidence including nine generations of Clopton 
wills in England (earliest 1383) and many of the allied families; with 
authentic references and, completely indexed. 

The volume will also contain a chart of his royal descent from the 
Mediaeval Ruling Houses of Europe, Magna Charta Barons and Knights 
of the Order of the Garter. 

(Mrs.) Lucy Lane Erwin, 
35 East Ninth Street, New York, N. Y. 





EDWARDS—MASSIE 


Wanted information about: William Edwards, b. 1765, Virginia, m. 
Sallie Leachman. Issue: Sallie, m. Dr. Thomas Peyton Stephens; Vir- 
gil, unmarried; Mathew H., m. Nancy Stephens; Nancy, m. John Wil- 
liamson; probably Ambrose and David. 

David Massie, m. Jane Ballew, sister of Elizebeth. m. Leonard Heath- 
erly; Polly, m. George Hubbard; Susannah, m. Hutson Hollis; Anny, 
m. John Hubbard—Brother, Thomas Ballew. 

Wife and children of David Massie, b. Goochland Co., Va., May 17, 
1777, d. I think, April 1851, and buried, I think, Bellefontaine Ceme- 


tery, St. Louis, Mo. 
Mrs. Nils Anderson, 


802 Belvidere Ave., Plainfield, N. J. 
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GENEALOGY 





AN INTIMATE STUDY OF THOMAS ELDRIDGE, 
JUNIOR AND SENIOR 


(Concluded) 


By WiuraM B. Hatt, M. D., Selma, Alabama. 


Thomas Eldridge! was evidently born sometime during the latter part 
of the seventeenth century but there seems to be nothing known of him 
until he married Judith Kennon, the daughter of Dr. Richard Kennon 
of “Conjurer’s Neck”. The statement has been made that his oldest son, 
Thomas, Jr., was born in 1710. In the Register of Albemarle Parish, 
Judith Eldridge died in 1759, aged 67, and the year of her birth was 
1692. She must have been seventeen to eighteen years old when she mar- 
ried if the above date of her son, Thomas, is correct. In 1709 he, Thomas 
I, witnessed the will of William Randolph, and in 1711 he and his wife 
witnessed deed of William Kennon to Richard Kennon, Jr., both her 
brothers. In 1718 he was commissioned by the Governor Clerk of the 
House of Burgesses, took the oath of office, but resigned within five 
days. Dr. Kennon in 1681 bought the “Rochedale” property from Col. 
William Byrd and the following record 1711: “Rec’d deed from Bro-in- 
law Col. William Kennon” of this property one of Sir. Thomas Dale’s 
ancient settlements in Henrico County known as Rochedale Hundred. 
This property he left by will to his son Richard, though in this will it 
seems to have been spelled Roxedale. He owned property in Henrico, 
Prince George and Surry counties and took up his residenc in Surry a 
little south of Blackwater River. His son Thomas, after his marriage 
to Martha Bolling, seems to have lived in Prince George. He, too, was 
a lawyer, and at times it is hard to say which had charge of a law 
suit. Thomas Eldridge was Attorney for the King and in one of the 
few remaining books of Prince George County “in 1738 Thomas EI- 
dridge, Gent, attorney for the king, is ordered by the Justices to insti- 
tute a prosecution against John Jones, on the Constables Information, 
for tending seconds contrary to the Intent and Meaning of the Act of 
Assembly, made in the fourth year of the Reign of our late Sovereign 
Queen Ann, entitled an act for improving the staple of Tobacco, &c. 
The prosecution was brought to a successful conclusion, and Jones was 
fined 1,000 Ibs. of tobacco together with costs and an attorney’s fee.” It 
is not certain from any record but is rather surmised that this Thomas 
Eldridge was Sr. and not Jr. (Virginia Magazine, Jan. 1897, p. 280). It 
must be considered, however, that Thomas, Sr., was living in Surry and 
Thomas, Jr., in Prince George at this time, and Thomas, Sr., seems to 
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have acted as King’s Attorney earlier and Thomas, Jr., does not seem 
to have a record of acting this capacity, though he was a justice for 
Prince George. In 1719 "John Bolling, Fra. Epes and Henry Ran- 
dolph of the Co. of Henrico and Thomas Eldridge of the Co. of Surry” 
... deed land... “in Prince George known by the name of Waugh-rick” 
...on Main Waugh Rick Swamp... etc. Note the names of the Wit- 
nesses: Drury Bolling, Fra. Eppes, Jr., and Rich. Kennon, the last a 
brother of his wife Judith. In the same year, 1719, he gets for three 
years a tract on Blackwater Swamp in Prince George. He makes bond 
to Henry Ivey in 1723. These tracts are especially considered in connec- 
tion with his will which was made in 1739 and recorded in 1741, seem- 
ingly with no witnesses. He died November 4, 1740. He must have 
acquired permanently the Blackwater Swamp property as also the Waugh- 
rick Swamp in Prince George County, which he devised respectively, the 
first to his sons William and Richard, and the latter to Thomas. Roche- 
dale went to Richard and the home to the youngest son, William, after 
the death of his mother. Besides these three sons his will shows five 
daughters to each of whom he leaves slaves. 

Judith Eldridge survived her husband some nineteen years and died 
October 14, 1759, as shown by the Albemarle Parish Register, and 
vouched for by her son William, to whom the property reverted at her 
death. Her grandson, Thomas, son of Thomas and Martha Eldridge, 
lived with her after the death of his father in 1754 during his later minor- 
ity. Not so long after her death he took up his residence in Goochland 
County. Her daughter, Ann, married Sterling Clack of Brunswick 
County and both died young, leaving two sons and four daughters. It 
is stated by a connection of the family recently that she took the girls 
to live with her. She certainly remembered the four grandchildren, Mary, 
Elizabeth, Judith and Ann Steriing Clack in her will dated in 1754 and 
proved in 1760. 

Thomas Eldridge! and Judith Kennon had issue: 

1. Thomas Eldridge?, b. 1710-?, m. 1727-? Martha Bolling>. 

2. Judith Eldridge?, b. ——, m. —— Charles Binns. His will in 
Surry County mentions daughters Elizabeth, Martha, and Lucy. 
Nephew Thomas to be guardian to Charles and if he should die 
then to “Brother Thomas Eldridge”. Of the daughters above 
named, Elizabeth, third daughter of Charles Binns, married in 1758 
John Jones, who was member of the House of Burgesses in 1772. 
Martha married Timothy Rives of Sussex in 1773, and Lucy Binns 
married Capt. Richard Avery of Sussex and their daughter, Sarah 
Avery, married John Cargill, son of Rev. John Cargill, of Surry. 
Was this the Charles Binns who married Judith Eldridge? We 
seriously question this. 


3. Elizabeth Eldridge’, b. ——, d. Sept. 15, 1745. 
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4. Richard Eldridge?, b. ——. 
Ann Eldridge®, b. ——, m. Sterling Clack. 
Mary Eldridge’, b. ——. (Mentioned in her father’s will. No 
other record.) 
7. William Eldridge’, b. , m. Ann Jones. 
8. Martha Eldridge’, b. circa 1730, m. 1748, John Harris. Issue: 
a. Pamela, b. June 11, 1749, m. Rev. Christopher M’Rae, March 
29, 1768. 
Richard, b. ——. 
Mary, b. ——. 
Anne Kennon, b. April 6, 1758 (who was deaf). 


Kennon, b. ——. 

Eldridge, b. May 19, 1764. 

(Will of John Harris dated Dec. 26, 1770, proved in Surry 
March 19, 1771. Above children mentioned. Rev. Christopher 
M’Rae, Rector of Southwark Parish, Michael Nicholson of 
Surry, and William Eldridge of Surry, executors. The last 
was his brother-in-law.) 

9. Sarah Eldridge*, b. May 14, 1740, baptized May 25, 1740 with 
God-parents Tho. Eldridge, Jr., Agnes Kennon, Martha Eldridge, 
according to the Register of Albemarle Parish. These were her 
brother and his wife, her first cousin. Agnes Kennon was the 
youngest child of Robert Bolling! and Anne Stith and no kin to 
Sarah, though she married her uncle, Capt. Richard Kennon?. She 
was the Sarah who married in 1762 George Rives of Sussex, and is 
mixed with the Sarah, daughter of Thomas Eldridge? and his 
second wife, Elizabeth Jones, who married Thomas Edmunds, 
November 11, 1771. 

(The dates of birth of the above cannot be given and therefore the se- 

quence is tentative.) 

Thomas Eldridge? seems to have been the eldest child of Thomas 
Eldridge! and his wife, Judith Kennon, but the exact date of his birth 
is not known. Robertson in his “Pocahontas and Her Descendants” 
states that his wife was born in 1713, and another statement that he was 
born in 1710 may be pretty close. His mother Judith (Kennon) Eldridge, 
died November 14, 1759, aged 67, according to the Albemarle Parish 
Register. She was therefore born in 1692 and was approximately 18 
years old in 1710. Robertson states that he married in 1727 Martha 
Bolling, born 1713, daughter of John Bolling and Mary Kennon. We 
question the marriage date as he would have been only 17 and she 14. 
Col. John Bolling, the first of “Cobbs”, died in 1729 and left in his will 
land at Flat Creek and slaves to be divided between his daughters Martha 
and Ann. Had she been married at this date, 1727, it strikes us that she 
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would have been mentioned in her father’s will under her married name. 
She had a daughter, Jane, who lived to a great old age and Gov. Robert- 
son knew her in his youth, when she was spoken of as “Old cousin 
Jenny’ ’and credits her with much of the information contained in his 
works as to the headsprings of many branches. Giving her credit for 
being the source of the dates of her mother’s birth and marriage, she may 
have been correct. Certainly they were young and in spite of this inter- 
pretation, we feel that an error has been made here. Further, if she 
had been the source of Gov. Robertson’s information, his record of the 
children of the Eldridge marriage would have been more accurate, as he 
gives only five children, two daughters and three sons in one place and 
one son and four daughters in the other with names. The last named 
daughter has been the source of much controversy, that is, Martha, who 
married John Harris. After careful study on this point, we feel confi- 
dent that there was a son, Thomas, born before Jane, and possibly (?) 
a daughter, Martha. Jane is given as born c. 1740, but she may have 
been born prior to that year. About this time Thomas Eldridge and his 
wife resided under the confines of Albemarle Parish where the birth of 
his children are of record, two sons and two daughters (twins), John, b. 
April 4, 1741, Judith and Mary (twins), 1743, and Rolfe, 1744. After 
this date there does not seem to have been further children. Martha 
Eldridge’s death is of record Oct. 23, 1749. There is no mention of a 
child Martha. Thomas Eldridge married as his second wife, Elizabeth 
Jones and there are records of the births of two children by her, Aris- 
totle in 1751 and Howell in 1753. There was still another girl, Sarah, 
but her birth is not of record in this Parish. The death of Thomas 
Eldridge is recorded, however, December 4, 1754. Sarah may have been 
a posthumous child and her mother may have been with her people. It 
is to be noted that his widow became the second wife of Drury Stith 
of Brunswick County, which is taken up in detail later in this article. 
Returning to the children by Martha Bolling, attention is called to the 
will of Thomas Eldridge! his father, and bear in mind that he married 
Judith Kennon and John Bolling married her older sister, Mary, and 
therefore Thomas Eldridge? married his first cousin, Martha Bolling, 
on the Kennon side. His father leaves him property as also legacies to 
“Grand-son Tho. Eldridge” and “my Grand-dau. Jane Eldridge”. These 
show conclusively that Thomas and Jane were the children of his son 
Thomas. The record as given by Gov. Robertson is deficient and errone- 
ous. Further, Thomas Eldridge! died November 4, 1740, and when he 
made his will, he mentions that his son, William, was under age. Wil- 
liam did have a son, Thomas, but he was a minor at the time of the death 
of William in 1772 as shown by the records of Sussex County of that 
year as also 1774. Richard, the other son, seems to have had no children. 
This grandson, Thomas Eldridge*, moved from Sussex County, originally 
Surry, to Goochland County, where he married Winifred Jones Miller, 
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the daughter of William Miller, who was sheriff of that county in 1741. 
In the records of Goochland County it is shown that he bought 200 acres 
of land on the south side of Licking Hole Creek from Robert Pleasants 
as shown in Deed Book 12, p. 16 in 1777. It is to be noted that John 
Bolling, the second, of “Cobbs”, and brother of Martha Bolling, and 
therefore his uncle, owned much property on Licking Hole Creek. John 
Bolling died in 1757, but his son, Thomas Bolling, born in 1735, was 
living in Goochland County at the time Thomas Eldridge moved into 
the same neighborhood, and it must be seen that they were first cousins, 
and Thomas may l.ave been the cause of his coming to Goochland. There 
are a number of genealogies drawing from this Thomas Eldridge’, all 
claiming Pocahontas descent, which, however, we have not followed, 
though many of them may be correct. Certainly, this Thomas was the 
son of Thomas and Martha, and was born some time in the 1730's, and 
was the oldest child. He was a minor at the time of his father’s death in 
1754 and as his mother shortly after the death of her husband, lived for 
a time with her Jones relatives, but Thomas lived with his grandmother, 
Judith Eldridge, and she died in 1759. He had a daughter, Judith (1774- 
1852), who married Henry Cox, and she named two daughters, one 
Judith Eldridge (1810-1852), and the other Martha Bolling (1803-1818), 
and a son Thomas Eldridge Cox, as seen, the two daughters for his two 
grandparents, and the son for him, as also his father and grandfather. 
Thomas Eldridge? had the following named children: Thomas‘, Judith, 
Winifred Jones, John Rolfe Bolling, Sarah Eppes and Jane. We inter- 
pret this Jane was named for her old maiden Aunt, Gov. Robertson’s 
“Old Cousin Jenny”. We call attention to a record taken from Goode’s 
Virginia Cousins, with the comment, a misinterpretation. 

We return to the “Martha Eldridge m. John Harris of England” ac- 
cording to Robertson, and the discussions on this Martha contained in 
William and Mary Quarterly, XX, 204-207, born Oct. 23, 1749 (the ex- 
act date of the death of Martha (Bolling) Eldridge, as shown in Albe- 
marle Parish Register) and the Virginia Magazine, etc., Vol. XXIII, p.p 
95 and 96. We have shown the inaccuracy of Robertson on the Eldridge 
family and must eliminate the record of Martha as given. by him. In 
our interpretation of the date of marriage of Thomas Eldridge and 
Martha Bolling, it strikes us most forcibly that this marriage could not 
have taken place until some time in the 1730’s, and 1737 would have been 
a better guess than 1727. However, we can not, after a most intensive 
study, place this Martha as the daughter of Thomas and Martha at all, 
for it could not jibe with the Harris data as given. We agree with the 
possible suggestion of the writer on page 96 of the Va. Mag. in putting 
this Martha as the daughter of Thomas and Judith. In the will of 
Thomas Eldridge!, who died November 4, 1740, he names his daughters 
in the following sequence: Judith, Elizabeth, Mary, Ann, Martha (there 
is another daughter, Sarah, already shown, b. April 4, 1741, after the 
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death of her father). Careful study shows he does not follow ages at all 
in his bequests. No further record is found of Mary. Elizabeth is 
seemingly old enough to have been a god-parent for her niece, Mary, 
twin daughter of Thomas and Martha Eldridge, April 4, 1743. Eliza- 
beth Eldridge died September 15, 1745. Judith and Ann are cared for 
under Thomas!. Martha Eldridge could easily have been named for 
Martha Kennon, the sister of her mother, Judith, who married Robert 
Munford. This is our interpretation and the will of John Harris, proved 
in Surry County, March 10, 1771, is given to substantiate our view there- 
of. In this will he gives the following names of his children: Pamela 
McRae, (wife of Rev. Christopher McRae) Richard Harris, Mary Har- 
ris, Anne Kennon Harris, Kennon Harris and Eldridge Harris. In 
every case with the exception of Pamela, the names belong to the Ken- 
non and Eldridge families. In only one, exception could be made and 
that is Mary Harris, who might have had the name Mary to originate 
from Mary Kennon who married John Bolling, who was the sister of 
her grandmother, Judith. The Bolling name seems in no way to be con- 
nected in direct line from Bolling. We are strongly of the opinion that 
this interpretation, after mature consideration, will be accepted. Under 
this interpretation it was most natural for John Harris, in his will proved 
in Surry in 1771, to have made his brother-in-law, William Eldridge, one 
of his executors. Another executor was his son-in-law, the Rev. Chris- 
topher McRae, Rector of Southwark Parish. 

The preceding discussions have taken up much of the lifetime of 
Thomas Eldridge? and his wife and first cousin, Martha Bolling?. He 
was assuredly the eldest son and child of Thomas Eldridge! and Judith 
Kennon. It is rather supposed that he was born in Prince George County 
before his father took up his residence in Surry. This cannot be sub- 
stantiated by record. His wife, born at “Cobbs”, was the daughter of 
John Bolling? and Mary Kennon?. Her father bought the “Cobbs” 
property, which for several generations was the Bolling ancestral 
home. It might be of interest here to call attention to the families 
allied by kin and marriage during the first few decades of the eighteenth 
century. Dr. Richard Kennon! had two sons, William and Richard, 
and three daughters to marry as follows: William, Ann Eppes, Rich- 
ard, Agnes Bolling?; Mary, Col. John Bolling?; Martha, Col. Robert 
Munford; and Judith, Thomas Eldridge!. Robert Bolling! had an only 
son, by his first marriage to Jane Rolfe, Col. John Bolling?, who mar- 
ried Mary Kennon, and by his second marriage to Anne Stith inter 
alios Agnes Bolling, youngest child, who married Richard Kennon. Anne 
Stith had a great-nephew, Col. Drury Stith, of Brunswick County (1718- 
1770), who married as his second wife, Elizabeth (Jones) Eldridge, who 
was the widow of Thomas Eldridge?. The interrelationships are seen 
to be very mixed, and a careful consideration of such must come of 
necessity in regard to the Eldridge-Bolling-Jones-Stith marriages. There 
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are children of each marriage and a clear statement is not of record. 
This is the problem to be solved and records are submitted to attest the 
solution. Thomas Eldridge? seems to have spent his life as a resident of 
Prince George County and is stated on page 95 of the January issue of 
the Virginia Magazine, etc., 1915, to have died in that County. His resi- 
dence was not far from where his father lived in Surry. This is clearly 
shown by the fact that he was close enough to the Parish of Albemarle 
of Surry County, established in 1738, to affiliate himself and family with 
this parish and with the exception of his two eldest children, all of his 
children show birth records in its Register. He was a lawyer by profes- 
sion as his father was before him and by will he was left his law books. 
In 1735 he was qualified to practice law in Amelia County, and in 1745 
he was appointed a justice in Prince George. In 1744 Thomas and his 
wife, Martha, sold their interest in the property left by her father to 
herself and sister, Anne, “now the wife of James Murray.” Anne Boll- 
ing was a god-parent to their son John in 1741 and married James Mur- 
ray between these two dates. In 1749, Charles Binns, who had married 
his sister, under certain conditions leaves certain property to “Brother 
Thomas Eldridge”. In 1754 Clement Hancock transfers to Thomas 
Eldridge land on Notaway River. In 1752, Thomas Edmunds produced 
license to practice law in Sussex County. His wife Martha, died Oc- 
tober 23, 1749. His father died November 4, 1740, and both of these 
dates are certified to in the Parish Register by Thomas Eldridge. His 
children by wife Martha are given later with all of his children. The 
exact date of his second marriage is not known, but he had a son, Aris- 
totle to be born in 1751. He must have married shortly after Martha’s 
death, Elizabeth Jones, daughter of Howell Jones of Surry County. He 
died, a young man really, December 4, 1754, as certified to in the Parish 
Register by John Hay, leaving three children by his wife Elizabeth. He 
seems to have left no will, for as seen from the January meeting of the 
Court of Sussex County, Saml. Gordon was given letters of Adminis- 
tration on the estate of Thomas Eldridge—“Elizabeth, the widow of Said 
Eldridge refused to take administration of husband’s estate.” 

His widow, some years later, married Col. Drury Stith, of Brunswick 
County, as his second wife. Careful abstracts of the will of Col. Stith 
and Elizabeth Stith have been given. His will was dated in June, 1770, 
and attention is called to this clause: “I lay no claim to any part of 
the estate my wife was possessed of at our marriage”. He leaves her 
slaves and personal estate—“during her life, after her decease to be 
equally divided among children I have had by her”. He leaves a certain 
tract to wife Elizabeth (746 acres) and at her death “to son Thomas”. 
Executors: John Coleman, Sterling Edmunds and wife Elizabeth. His 
first wife was Martha (family name not known). Only two 
children by his first wife are mentioned, son Buckner and daughter 
Elizabeth. This will certainly refutes the statement that his second wife 
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bore him no children. This daughter, Elizabeth, will be considered 
briefly later in confirmation of the article of recent date in connection 
with her Fitzhugh marriages. 


The will of Elizabeth Stith is very clear cut, and careful considera- 
tion shows in her devise to Elizabeth Stith that she does not mention her 
as her daughter as she does later in devises to other children, naming 
them either son or daughter. She might have been a little more ex- 
plicit in giving Aristotle, Howell and Sarah the surname Eldridge to 
distinguish them from her Stith children. However, they were the three 
of her seven children, but by her first marriage. It is to be noted that 
she places distinctly the three—Aristotle, Howell and Sarah together, so 
that if any of the three died the devise to pass to the survivors. The 
son, Howell, was minor at law as he was born in 1753 and she places 
him under the care of Sterling Edmunds, one of her executors, as also 
executor under the will of her husband. The daughters, Catherine and 
Charlotte, were placed under the care of friend John Coleman, one of 
her executors, and again one of her husband’s executors. Edmunds was 
placed under the care of Thomas Simmons, the other executor, under her 
will. The son, Thomas, was placed under the care of Rev. Tho. Lundie, 
(Rector of St. Andrew’s Parish). Knowing that she had a son, Thomas, 
and statement made that she had no Stith children may have created in 
the minds of some genealogists that this son, Thomas, was an Eldridge. 
(The statement made in Wm. & Mary, Vol. 21, p. 251, that Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Stith’s will, recorded Feb. 25, 1771, in Brunswick, widow of Tho. 
Eldridge of Prince George, no Stith children, is erroneous. ) 


Attention is called to the correction made in the Virginia Quarterlies 
by Mrs. McPherson, genealogist of Chicago. We have verified same, and 
show how the error arose which gave Bolling names to descendants 
of the Elizabeth Stith to which reference has been made in this article. 
Elizabeth Stith, born 1754, daughter of Col. Drury Stith and his first 
wife, Martha , was about 17 years old at the time of the proba- 
tion of the will of her stepmother, Elizabeth Stith (Mrs. Elizabeth Jones 
Eldridge) in 1771. Her father’s will was probated the preceding year, 
1770. Elizabeth Stith married twice, first, on October 28, 1770, shortly 
after her father’s death, Henry Fitzhugh of Fitzhughsburg (1750-1777) ; 
and second, October 23, 1777, Henry Fitzhugh of “Bellair” cousin of her 
first husband, and they had four children the eldest of whom was John 
Bolling Stith Fitzhugh, and he inherited “Bellair”. This John Bolling 
had six children and the descendants continued the Bolling name and 
claimed Pocahontas as an ancestor. It is true that Elizabeth Stith had 
Bolling kin through the Stith side in the marriage of Robert Bolling! to 
his second wife, Anne Stith, but no Pocahontas blood. Elizabeth Stith 
thus named her first son for John Bolling?, the father of Martha who 
married Thomas Eldridge?, and he married for his second wife Elizabeth 
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Jones, who became the second wife of her father, and Stith from her 
father’s side. It must be seen that born in 1754, she, as a girl, was raised 
in a family of three sets of children, two sets of Eldridge children and 
one set of Stith children her half brothers and sisters. It is not sur- 
prising that in the course of time this seeming mix-up of four sets of 
children should have occurred. 

Thomas Eldridge? and his wife, Martha Bolling*, had issue: 

1, Thomas Eldridge’, born in 1730’s, m. Winifred Jones of Goochland 
County. 

2. Jane Eldridge*, (of Bolling‘) born prior to the date of the will of 
her grandfather, Thomas Eldridge!, in 1739 was never married. She 
was named for her mother’s oldest sister, Jane, who married Col. 
Richard Randolph the first of “Curls”. Her Aunt Jane, in her will of 
1766, left her slaves for life, if without issue to daughter Elizabeth. 
Also Richard Randolph the second of “Curles” her first cousin, left 
her a legacy in 1786 “to worthy kinswoman Miss Jane Eldridge.” 
She died at a “great old age” according to Gov. Robertson, but exact 
date of her death not known. 


3. John Eldridge’, born April 22, 1741, was named for his grandfather, 
John Bolling?, and seems to have had the full name as in the will of 
his first cousin, Edward Bolling4, son of his uncle, John Bolling’, 
in 1769 he is left negro man as legacy to “cousin Bolling Eldridge”. 
His first cousin, Richard Randolph, of “Curles” leaves legacy to 
“worthy kinsman, Mr. John Eldridge” in 1786. He does not seem 
to have married and the date of his death is not known. 

4. Judith Eldridge’, (of Bolling4), born March 11, 1743 (twin) ; married 
James Ferguson. 

5. Mary Eldridge’, (of Bolling’), born March 11, 1743 (twin) ; married 
Thomas Branch. 

6. Rolfe Eldridge?, (of Bolling’), born December 29, 1744; married 
Sarah Everard Walker; lived at “Subpoena”, Buckingham County, 
and Clerk of County, 1770-1806. 

Thomas Eldridge? and his second wife Elizabeth Jones had issue: 
Aristotle Eldridge?, born October 30, 1751; married Ann Lanier 1785. 

. Howell Eldridge?, born March 11, 1753; married Martha Fisher 1782. 

9. Sarah Eldridge’, born 1754-55; married Thomas Edmunds 1771, son 
of Col. Nicholas Edmunds of Sussex. (Wm. & Mary, Vol. 23, p. 
144.) 

Jane Eldridge?, daughter of Thomas Eldridge? (1710-1754) and 
his wife, Martha Bolling? (1713-1749), is stated in “Pocahontas, etc.” 
to have been born c. 1740. She was born at an earlier date as shown by 
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the will of her grandfather, Thomas Eldridge!, dated Aug. 17, 1739, and 
proved in Surry County, May 20, 1741. In this will there is the item of 
a legacy “to my grand dau. Jane Eldridge”. She was therefore certainly 
born prior to the dating of the will, and seems to have been the eldest 
daughter of her parents, and lived to a great old age. The following is 
quoted from “Pocahontas” : 

“Of Jenny Eldridge, known to my boyhood as ‘Old Cousin Jenny,’ 

and to whose acquisitions this compilation owes so much, I am 

able by a recent communication to say that she was a family 

celebrity, distinguished, for her alertness of body and mind—a 

bright wit, a fine memory, and especially for her devotion to her 

Indian blood, and all its lore and tradition. It was said of her 

that she could call the name and kinship of every descendant of 

Pocahontas. She was the chief storehouse, therefore, and au- 

thority of her day of everything known concerning the family 

in the minutest particulars before and during her time. To her 

is due the preserved knowledge of the headsprings of many of 

its branches, which else had been irrevocably lost.” 

She never married, and died, date unknown, well into the nineteenth 
century. All the genealogies mention her as the daughter of Thomas and 
Martha (Bolling) Eldridge,, but very little is known concerning her 
directly. From the articles appearing in the Virginia Magazine on the 
descendants of John Rolfe in the January Number, 1915, p. 96, she is 
given as the last child, No. 44, but this is an error as shown above. Also 
in the William and Mary Quarterly, Vol. XX, pp. 205-7, she is given 
as No. 11, just before John, No. 10. The position is correct, but the 
numbers should be transposed, as she was the elder. We have never 
been able to verify the statement that she married John Robinson in 
1762. Furthermore, we know such to be erroneous from the record 
below. She was evidently named for her mother’s eldest sister, Jane 
Bolling, who married Richard Randolph the first of “Curles”. Her 
aunt, Jane Randolph, in her will, dated March 2, 1766, left her a legacy 
as follows: (Va. Mag., Oct. 1914, p. 444.) 


“To Niece Jane Eldridge is loaned for life, certain negroes, and 
should she marry and have issue in fee, otherwise to my daughter 
Elizabeth, to Jane Eldridge, black Walnut Press”. 

In the will of Richard Randolph, the second, of “Curles’’ and son of 
her Aunt Jane Randolph, and her first cousin, she is left a legacy thus 
expressed: to “worthy kinswoman Miss Jane Eldridge”. Her cousin 
Richard died June 5, 1786, which shows her unmarried at that date. 

John Eldridge’, son of Thomas Eldridge? (1710-1754) and _ his 
wife, Martha Bolling (1713-1749), is not given in Robertson’s ‘“Poca- 
hontas”’, but he was born April 22, 1741. This record is taken from Albe- 
marle Parish Register: 

“John, son of Thomas Eldridge and wife Martha, b. 4, 22, Bap. 


5, 17, 1741. God-parents: Wm. Eppes, Wm. Willie, Ann Boll- 
ing, Ann Eldridge.” 
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Note: William Eppes was friend and connection of the family, 
William Willie was Rector of the Parish. Ann Bolling was 
Anne Bolling’, his aunt and sister of his Mother Martha Bolling, 
who married later James Murray; Ann Eldridge was also his 
aunt, the sister of his father and she married Sterling Clack of 
Brunswick County. 

John Eldridge seems not to have married and very little is known of 
him except in certain legacies left him as also his sister, Jane. In the 
will of Edward Bolling? (1744-1770), dated Sept. 9, 1769 and recorded in 
Amherst County, Oct. 1, 1770, there is this legacy “to Cousin Bolling El- 
dridge”. Edward Bolling was the brother of his mother, Martha Bolling, 
and we interpret “Cousin Bolling Eldridge” to have been this John Eld- 
ridge and that his full name was John Bolling Eldridge, named for his 
grandfather, Col. John Bolling?, the first of “Cobbs”. He certainly was 
named for him, and in 1770 there was no Bolling Eldridge known, and 
John Eldridge lived beyond this date. In the will of Richard Randolph3, 
the second of “Curles” (1714-1786) and the son of Richard Randolph?, of 
Curles (1686?-1749), who married Jane Bolling’, the eldest sister of his 
mother, Martha Bolling’, there are two legacies respectively one to 
“worthy kinswoman Miss Jane Eldridge” and the other .to “worthy kins- 
man, Mr. John Eldridge”. This Richard Randolph died June 5, 1786 
and John Eldridge was living at that date. There seems to be no rec- 
ord of him after this time and the date of his death is not known. 

William Eldridge? seems to have been the youngest of the three sons 
of Thomas Eldridge! and Judith Kennon?, but there is no record of the 
date of his birth. He was, however, under age at the time of his father’s 
will in 1739, in Surry County. In the first item of the will he is to re- 
ceive the home place upon the decease of his mother, also in the second 
item he is to receive the Blackwater property in Prince George County 
when he arrives at the age of 21, as also another tract in Prince George 
to be divided upon her decease between William and Richard, and lastly 
he was to receive slaves. William thus received considerable property, 
outlived his brother Thomas and died between January 24, and May 21, 
1772 as indicated, by the dates of signing and proving his will in Sussex 
County. He resided in Surry County until 1755 when Sussex was es- 
tablished and he, as also his mother, fell into that County. He married 
Ann Jones, the daughter of Richard Jones of Surry County, but the date 
is not known. As seen, he died in 1772, and his will is recorded in Sussex 
County in Will Book B, page 350, wherein he makes the following de- 
vises: “To wife Ann, to son Robert, daughter Elizabeth, son Thomas, 
daughter Mary and daughter Ann” and appoints his wife, Ann, and 
brother-in-law, Robert Jones, executors. In the Court Order Book for 
Sussex County, 1754-1787, are the following entries (pp. 423-425) : 


1774 The estate of Thomas Eldridge, orphan of Capt. William Eldridge, 
deced. 
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1774 The estate of Nancy Eldridge, orphan of Capt. William Eldridge, 
deced. 

1775 The estate of Elizabeth Eldridge, orphan of Capt. William Eldridge, 
deced. 

1775 The estate of Polly Eldridge, orphan of Capt. William Eldridge, 
deced. 

1775 The estate of Robert Eldridge, orphan of Capt. William Eldridge, 
deced. 

From the above records, it is shown that William Eldridge, dying in 
1772, left two sons and three daughters, all minor children at that date. 
Thomas seems to have been the eldest, though Robert is the first son 
mentioned in the will. The William & Mary Quarterly, Vol. 23, page 
144 mentions the marriage of Ann (Jones) Eldridge after the decease of 
William Eldridge to John Cargill, as also that her father, Richard Jones, 
died in 1774. The Court Order Book for 1781, page 119, John Massen- 
berry is appointed guardian to Ann Eldridge, orphan of Wm. Eldridge, 
deced., and also to John and Nathaniel Cargill, orphans of John Cargill. 
(From Sussex County marriage bonds is the record of marriage of 
John Cargill to Anne, relict of William Eldridge, September 15, 1774.) 
Between this date and 1781, Ann and her husband, John Cargill, seem 
to be dead and Ann is the only orphan left. John and Nathaniel Car- 
gill seem to have been their children though they may have been the 
children of John Cargill by a former marriage. This has not been in- 
vestigated. 

The foregoing study evidences that Thomas’, John’, and Rolfe’, sons 
of Thomas? by Martha Bolling; Aristotle?, and Howell®, sons of Thomas? 
by Elizabeth Jones ; and Thomas? and Robert?, sons of William? by Ann 
Jones; the above seven being grandsons of Thomas! and Judith Kennon 
his wife, that these seven were therefore the progenitors of the Eldridge 
name in the male line, and since there is no evidence that John? ever 
married, only six can be considered. The Eldridge name, however, is 
often seen in the female line in subsequent generations. 

We desire to express our sincere appreciation to Mrs. Lewis L. Chap- 
man, of Smithfield, Virginia, for her kind assistance in furnishing many 
of the records contained in the above study. 
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Tue History AND GENEALOGY OF THE UTTERBACH FAMILY IN AMERICA, 
1622-1937, by William I. Utterbach, A. M. Gentry Publishing Co., Hunt- 
ington, W. Va., 1937. 470 pp. $5.00. 


In this genealogy of the Utterbach family, Professor Utterbach of Mar- 
shall College has added another to the series of family histories which go 
back to the colony of German immigrants brought to Virginia in 1714 by 
Governor Spotswood from the principality of Nassau-Siegen. The colony 
first settled at Germanna in Orange County and opened the iron mines 
there. A few years lated they received a large land grant and settled at 
Germantown in Fauquier Co. The records show that there were twelve 
families who entered the Germantown grant, those of Brumback, Coons, 
two Fishbacks, Hitt, Holtzclaw, Huffman, Kemper, Martin, Rector, 
Spillman and Weaver. In addition, there were two elderly men with 
their families who joined the colony shortly after its arrival in this 
country. They were the minister, the Rev. Henry Haeger, and Har- 
man Utterback, (father-in-law of the immigrants Jacob Holtzclaw and 
John Kemper) whose ancestry and descendants are traced in this book. 
The Utterback book is the fourth to appear in connection with, this 
colony, having been preceded by the Kemper genealogy in 1899, that of 
the two Fishback brothers some fifteen years later, and the Holtzclaw 
family history in 1935. A history of the Rector family has also been 
published very recently, while descendants are at present working on gene- 
alogies of the Huffman and Spillman families. Thus the old German 
colony appears fruitful in the production of genealogies. Although widely 
scattered now, representatives of all these families still live in Virginia, 
with the exception of the Haegers and the Brumbacks, who left no male 
heirs in the State. 


Professor Uterback’s book, like the others, traces the ancestry sev- 
eral generations back in Nassau-Siegan before the immigrant ancestor. 
Its main portion contains a full and interesting account of the descend- 
ants of Harman Utterback in this country. Many of them emigrated 
from Virginia to Kentucky and the West in the late 18th and early 19th 
centuries and not a few of them won positions of distinction in their 
States in later years. The introductory chapters of the book contain 
much interesting material regarding Germanna and the Germantown 
settlement, and the book throughout is enlivened by photographs of local- 
ities, persons, relics, etc. which add an interest to the whole. The his- 
torical and genealogical material is well documented, although in the 
case of the first two generations, due to the destruction of many of the 
records of Prince William County during the War Between the States, 
the information is somewhat scanty. The genealogy has an excellent 
plan of numbering the descendants and is fully indexed, so that it is 
easy to trace the various lines. Professor Utterback may be congratu- 
lated on an excellent piece of genealogical work. 


B. C. Holtzclaw, 
University of Richmond. 
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TWELVE VIRGINIA COUNTIES, WHERE THE WESTERN MIGRATION BEGAN, 
by John H. Gwathmey, with illustrations by Elmo Jones, Richmond, Va. 


The Dietz Press. 469 pp. $6.00. 


Virginians lately have observed that an increasing number of the fam- 
ilies that left the Old Dominion during the colonial period and later 
now are returning to visit the lands of their ancestors. Some are coming 
back because drought and dust have wrecked their hopes and they wish 
to start again in this nature-blessed region. Other who have accumu- 
lated fortunes are being attracted by sentimental considerations. 


Here, even for a brief call upon distant cousins they have been 
charmed by the discovery that the people who remained behind during 
successive waves of western migration still are their people, that time 
has altered but little the interests and customs which with distant rela- 
tives they shared centuries ago. Fields which emigrant families remem- 
bered long since have grown up into forests. Railroads and highways have 
altered in some respects the landscape of their homeland, manor houses 
have been abandoned and grim fortifications scar some of the hilltops; 
still Virginia remains the same land from which the pack trains and 
agg wagons moved westward and southward long before the Revo- 
ution. 


John Gwathmey’s latest book, “Twelve Virginia Counties, Where the 
Western Migration Began” will provide a very valuable tie between the 
Virginia clans of today and those which, established elsewhere, are 
looking homeward. He presents the essence of the history and the folk- 
lore of communities that have furnished substantial citizens for most of 
America’s 2000 western counties, and many stories of the Virginia-born 
wanderers who left their mark upon the history of the nation. 

He writes of Gloucester, New Kent, King William, King and Queen, 
Essex, Caroline, Hanover, Goochland, Louisa, Orange, Albemarle and 
Augusta. All were formed prior to 1744 and all still possess essentially 
the same economy and social life that they had at the turn of the eight- 
eenth century. Most of them still have solidly rooted families whose 
scions literally have spread from Gloucester Point to the Golden Gate. 


A bit of the rich story of each county is told: how it was founded, the 
troubles of its early settlers, and their triumphs. He describes the first 
movement of the pioneers to the deeper, newer soil of Kentucky and the 
prairie territories. The men and women who first went westward, seem 
in the rosy light of tradition to be giants. Carrying the vigor of the 
largest, strongest colony ever established by England and driven by 
energy accumulated by a century of progress against the hardships and 
hazards of the New World, they flowed westward in a sturdy stream. 
They gave the new American empire not only their bone and blood but 
their spirit. The Virginia reel still is danced in the ranch houses of 
Idaho. The first barges that floated on the Columbia river bore the names 
of Rappahannock Valley villages. 

Of particular interest are many anecdotes which, while they belong 
to the field of folklore rather than of history, are no less revealing. 
Mr. Gwathmey has a way of telling a story that will remind Virginians 
of the chroniclers of early days. Without hurrying, he covers a tre- 
mendous amount of territory and without for a moment becoming dull, 
he packs in a single volume enough material for a dozen. 


His book is a very valuable item of Virginiana. 
Roy Flannagan. 
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Joun Norton & Sons, MERCHANTS OF LONDON AND VIRGINIA, BEING 
THE PAPERS FROM THEIR CouNTING HousE For THE YEARS 1750 TO 
1795. Edited by Frances Norton Mason. (The Dietz Press, Rich- 
mond, Va.) Price $6.00. 


Mrs. Mason deserves the gratitude of all who are interested in Vir- 
ginia history for making the rich mine of information contained in the 
Norton correspondence available to the public. The volume will rank 
with Philip Vickers Fithian: Journal and Letters, the “William Fitz- 
hugh letters,” William Byrd’s Dividing Line, and other contemporan- 
eous writings upon which so much of Virginia history is based. The 
Norton letters touch upon almost every phase of Virginia colonial life. 
We find the planters revealing their needs, their customs, their culture, 
their business methods, their financial status in their letters to John 
Norton. “I will expect my garden seed, cheese, etc. with the books I 
wrote for,” says one; “Send me one of the best pewter stills proper for 
distilling roses and simple waters,” says another; “Send me a tailor in- 
dented to serve me four years,” writes a third; “I wrote... for an ele- 
gant set of table and tea china, with bowls of the same of different sizes, 
decanters and drinking glasses, an handsome service of glass for des- 
sert,” says a fourth. 

The results of soil exhaustion and the diminishing returns from the 
tobacco fields are painfully evident in the apologies of the planters for 
their failure to meet their obligations and their hopeful promises to do 
so with the next crop. They are revealed, also, in the movement from 
the tidewater region to the Piedmont, for we see many a planter who 
had inherited one or more rich plantations in Gloucester or York, now 
forced to turn his back on his ancestral home, and taking with him his 
family and his slaves, set out for Albemarle or Orange to carve out a 
new fortune. Much light is thrown upon the causes of the Revolution, 
its progress in Virginia, and its effect upon the planters and the traders. 
Every phase of the tobacco trade is revealed in detail, the rise and fall 
of prices, the marking of hogsheads, the evils of the credit system, the 
effects of floods and droughts, the differences in the quality of tobacco, 
the system of inspection. 

Mrs. Mason has shown excellent judgment in her selection of the 
documents to be included in the volume, while the accuracy of the text 
reveals her unending care to detect even the smallest error. An outline 
of the history of Virginia for each year covered by the correspondence 
serves to refresh the reader’s memory and to explain the events which 
are referred to in the letters. The biographical appendix is also of 
great aid to the reader. It is to be hoped that others will follow Mrs. 
Mason’s example so that other rich treasures of historical material re- 
lating to Virginia now in private hands may be made accessible to the 
public. 

Thomas J. Wertenbaker. 


Lewises, MERIWETHERS, AND THEIR Kin, by Sarah Travers Lewis 
(Scott) Anderson (1847-1926). Published by The Dietz Printing 
Company, Richmond, Va. Price $10.00. 


Much has already been written of the “Warner Hall” Lewis family 
of Virginia, and many volumes will likely follow this publication 
by Sarah T. L. Anderson which represents practically a life time of care- 
ful and intelligent research. There are other works which deal entirely 
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with, the life and times of a single representative of the family, Meri- 
wether Lewis, who was one of the most romantic characters in the early 
days of our Republic; but never before has his life story been so ac- 
curately and so intimately recorded as by this author, most of whose 
life, subsequent to her early marriage, was spent at “Locust Hill” in 
Albemarle County, Virginia, the birthplace of the great explorer. Her 
husband, Charles Harper Anderson, was Meriwether Lewis’ nearest liv- 
ing relative, and she herself was closely akin to him. In their home 
they treasured his splendid portrait by St. Memin and his letters from 
childhood to the closing days of his life. 


The lineage of the “Warner Hall” Lewises and their royal English 
descent has long been established and is here given with many additional 
details and proofs. 

The Zachary Lewis family of “Belair”, Spottsylvania County, to 
which the author belonged, is also carefully studied. Here we find a 
brief account of the descent and European adventures of Lewis Little- 
page, another romantic, historical character. 


The Zachary Lewises have received considerable attention from pro- 
fessional writers—notably from Horace E. Hayden in “Virginia Gene- 
alogies”. The members of this family have been professionals—lawyers, 
doctors, ministers, educators—and the author knows them intimately an 1 
delineates them carefully, affectionately, and above all accurately. The 
errors of former genealogists are corrected, and more complete data is 
given than ever before. All related lines have been collected with exacti- 
tude from every available source, but mainly through voluminous cor- 
respondence and family records not easily available to others. 


Some of the families considered in detail are as follows: 

Anderson, Ball, Boggs, Bouldin, Brown, Carr, Cobbs, Conway, Dab- 
ney, Daniel, Douglas, Fontaine, Fowke, Fry, Garland, Green, Green- 
how, Harper, Harris, Hill, Holladay, Lewis (five different branches), 
Littlepage, Martian (as generally rendered), Maury, Meriwether, 
Minor, Moncure, Nelson, Overton, Price, Poindexter, Reade, Rob- 
inson, Scott, Slaughter, Smith (several different lines), Taliaferro, 
Taylor, Terrell (or Tyrrell), Thornton, Twyman, Walker, Waller, 
Warner, Washington, Willis, and Wood. 


There are five hundred pages of material and an excellent index, both 
of which have been arranged and annotated by the author’s daughter, 
Mrs. Sarah Anderson Gordon and Miss Mary Garland. 


George C. Downing. 








Meri- 
> early 
sO ac- 
whose 
il” in 

Her 
st liv- 
home 
from 


nglish 
tional 


y, to 
ind a 
ittle- 


pro- 
yene- 
yers, 

an] 

The 
ta is 
acti- 
cor- 


ter, 





BOOKS RECEIVED 283 


BOOKS RECEIVED 





“Some Descendants of Thomas Marshall and Susannah Rodes.” By 
Mrs. Obadiah Bass. 93 typewritten pages. 

“The Confederate Ironclad ‘Virginia’ (‘Merrimac’). By Harrison A. 
Trexler. The University of Chicago Press, Chicago, Ill. pp. 95 in- 
cluding index. Price $2.00. 

“Obadiah Jennings Wise.” By William M. Adkins. Published in 
Indiana University Alumni Quarterly. 

“Annual Report of the American Bar Association” held at Kansas 
City, Missouri, Sept. 27-30 and Oct. 1, 1937. Vol. 62. Headquarters 
Office, 1140 N. Dearborn St., Chicago, Ill. pp. 1725 including index. 

“Kinfolks Vol. III.” Prepared and published by Wm. Curry Harllee. 
Printed and sold by Searcy and Pfaff, Ltd, New Orleans, La., 1937. 
pp. 1952-2964. Illustrated. 

“General Index Kinfolks.” 

“A Personal Narrative of Some Branches of the Lake Family.” By 
Devereux Lake. Privately published. Press of The Lorain Printing 
Co., Lorain, Ohio. pp. 256. 

“The Tracy Genealogy of Plymouth, 1623.” Compiled by Sherman 
Weld Tracy. The Tuttle Publishing Co., Inc., Rutland, Vt., 1936. Il- 
lustrated. pp. 242. 

“History and Genealogy of the Dew Family.” By Ernestine Dew 
White. pp. 349 including index. Price $6.00. 

“The Jeanes Teacher in the United States 1908-1933.” By Lance 
G. E. Jones, University of North Carolina Press, Chapel Hill, N. C. 
Illustrated. pp. 146. Price $2.50. 

“A Report of the Susquehanna River Expedition.” Compiled and 
annotated by Warren King Moorehead. The Andover Press, Andover, 
Mass., 1938. 142 pages and Index and plates. 

“Seventeenth Century Isle of Wight County, Virginia.” By John 
Bennett Boddie. Chicago Law Printing Co., Chicago, IIl., 1938. pp. 
756 including index. Illustrated. 

“The Descendants of Peter Porter.” Compiled by Wm. Arthur Por- 
ter, Argus Publishing Co., Minneapolis, Minn., 1937. Illustrated. pp. 
177, including index. Price $2.50. 

“Bullard and Allied Families.” By Edgar J. Bullard, Detroit, Mich., 
1930. Illustrated. pp. 288 not including index. 

“Other Bullards—Supplementary to Bullard and Allied Families.” 
pp. 75 not including index. 

_ “Bennett and Allied Families.” Addenda to Bullard and Allied Fam- 
ilies. By Edgar J. Bullard, pp. 37 not including index. 

_ “Historic Periods of Fredericksburg.’ By Mrs. Vivian Minor Flem- 
ing. R. A. Kishpaugh Print, Fredericksburg, Va., 1938. ( Pamphlet.) 
36 pages. Price 50c. 
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“Annual Report of the American Historical Association for the Year 
1936” in three volumes. Vol. 1, Proceedings for 1936. U. S. Govern- 
ment Printing Office, Washington, 1938. pp. 129 including index. For 
sale by the Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D. C. Price 55c 
(cloth). 

“The Scenic Resources of the Tennessee Valley, A Descriptive and 
Pictorial Inventory.” U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington, 
1938. pp. 221 including index. Price $1.00. Illustrated. 

“The Hermitage: Home of Old Hickory.” By Stanley F. Horn. 
Garrett & Massie, Publishers, Richmond, Va. pp. 225 including index. 
Price $3.00. 

“Landmarks of Richmond.” By Mary Lou Rhodes. Garrett & Mas- 
sie, Inc., Richmond, 1938. pp. 155 including index. Illustrated, price 
$1.00. 

“Transactions of the Royal Historical Society,” Fourth Series, Vol. 
XX, Offices of the Society, London, 1937. pp. 284. 

“Pennsylvania Iron Manufacture in the Eighteenth Century.” Pub- 
lications of the Pennsylvania Historical Commission, Harrisburg, 1938. 
By Arthur Cecil Bining, Ph.D. pp. 225 including index. 

“The Arts and Crafts in New York, 1726-1776. Printed for the New 
York Historical Society by J. J. Little & Ives Co., New York, 1938. 
pp. 450 including index. 


“The Tobacco Kingdom.” By Joseph Clarke Robert, Duke University 
Press, Durham, N. C. Illustrated. pp. 286 including index. Price $3.00. 


“The Long Island Historical Society, 1863-1938: A Record in Com- 
memoration of the Seventy-fifth Anniversary of the Founding of the 
Society in 1863.” Brooklyn, N. Y., 1938. Illustrated. pp. 75. 

“Legends of Loudoun.” By Harrison Williams. Garrett & Massie, 
Richmond, pp. 248, including index. Ilustrated. Price $3.00. 

“Nottingham Parish Registers. Marriages.” Edited by W. P. W. 
Phillimore and James Ward. London: Issued to the Subscribers by 
Phillimore & Co. 124, Chancery Lane. 1902. 4 Volumes. 

“The Curd Family of America: With Brief Notes on the Allied Fam- 
ilies of Price and Watkins.” Compiled by Frank D. Fuller and Thomas 
H. D. Curd. The Tuttle Publishing Co., Inc., Rutland, Va. pp. 152 
including index. 

“Marriage Records of Washington County, Missouri, 1814-1860.” By 
Eunice (Mrs. Paul) Bernard, Genealogist, Potosi, Mo., 1938. pp. 120 
not including index (typewritten). 
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